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PREFACE. 

This small Volume is the result of a desire, kindly 
expressed by some Mends and neighbours unoon- 
nected with Marlborough CoU^, for the publica- 
tion of the ^^ermon preached on the Fast Day of 
1855. Other circumstances induced the Author 
to print it as one of a series^ more <k less sug- 
gested by the public events of the last year, * 
rather than separately. For although there is 
much allusion in the course of these Sermons to 
matters of merely local interest, yet the year 1854 
is likely to occupy so iihportant a page in the 
history of modem Europe, that any sermons con- 
nected with it, though addressed to a particular 
congregation under special circumstances, must be 
general in their character. And even if the 
allusions to the &ults and errors of boyhood are 
so numerous as to deprive the book of all interest' 
for the casual reader, yet the author cannot 
be sorry that his pupils should retain some record 
of the religious teaching, which they received* 
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during a year which has certainly been the most 
eventful in their lives, and of which the full con- 
sequences are as yet unknown. 

For them, therefore, the congr^ation usually 
assembling in the School-K^iapel at Marlborough, 
these Sermons are especially designed, in the cer- 
tunty, that from them at least they will meet with 
an indulgent judgment. But in preparing them for 
the press, it has been impossible not to feel very 
keenly the vast importance, not only of their 
immediate subjects, but of many incidentally arising 
out of them. For instance, they often contain 
allufflons to the certainty that several of those who 
heard them would select as their profession^ either 
the army or navy, or some other calling immediately 
concerned with the service of their country. Such 
a thought is at once connected with a geneitd wish 
for the wel&re of that increasing number of young 
Englishmen, who are similarly circumstanced, and 
with the desire that they may be fitted for their future 
career, intellectually, morally, and religiously; that 
so those who are to endanger their lives for their 
country, and on whose efficiency its greatness now 
mfiiidy depends, may, both for their own sakes and 
for ours, be prepared for the work and the perils 
before them. Now in order that this may be so, 



PBEFAGE. IX 

ihe first human requisite is that they should receive 
a good education ; and it ought surely to be possible 
for them t6 find one adapted to their wants in the 
public schools of England. It is not indeed desired 
that this should be given nowhere else; there are 
some boys for whom the peculiar discipline of a 
public school seems altogether unfitted. But not 
only are there many to whom this training is most 
eminently beneficial, but it may be stated without 
fear of disproof, that there is no dass of young 
Englishmen, more manly, more intelligent^ more 
thoifghtful, more likely hereafter, if they have the 
oj^ftunity, to benefit their countzy, thftn those who 
have 'passed through the whole course of a public 
school education, and have completed it by entering 
heartily into the spirit, and seeking to gain the full 
advantages of the universities. But the misfortune 
now is, that £tx)m the exclusively classical system 
pursued in the higher education of England, boys 
who are destined for any other profession, than 
those commonly honoured by the name of learned, 
are often necessarily withdrawn from our great 
schools, just at the time when they are rising 
out of the childishness which necessarily in some 
degree characterizes the lower forms, and before 
they have had time to enter into that system of 
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internal difldpline, and to come under the influence 
of that healthy and manly public opinion, which 
ought to distinguish the higher parts of every such 
schooly which is properly taught and govemecL It 
were surely well that, in a oountiy containing so 
many noble institutions for the training of her 
citizens, these should be made as widely applicable 
as possible to her wants; that her ^ture soldiers 
and men of business should not be separated £tx)m 
the traditions, the associations, the rewards, the 
friendships, the moral and religious lessons of these 
institutions, just at the age when they are beginning 
to appreciate them. Every man bom into this 
kingdom ought to feel that next to the name of 
Christian, the title which has his highest daim to 
reverence is that of Englishman, that while his first 
bond of union with his brethren is that of a common 
redemption, his second is that of a common country. 
And therefore the youth of England should not be 
divided out too early- into the special callings of 
soldiers, and merchants, and engineers, and lawyers 
and clergymen, but should be trained together to be 
, Englishmen. Each no doubt may keep his ftiture 
calling before his mind as soon as it is determined, 
but yet aU should be taught together to feel that 
they have one history and one allegiance, which it is 
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tLeir first earthly duty never to disgrace. Just as 
it will be an evil day for the Church of England, if 
her ftiture clergy, instead of going to the university, 
and there mixing freely with those destined for 
other professions, should be contented with the 
iBxclusive training of some theological college) so 
ought we as &r as possible to mingle together in a 
•common educatioti those intended for other callings 
alao, that thus the members of all profession^ may 
kam to know and understand one another, and to 
be linked together by common recoUeetions, common 
fttudies^ common friendships, and the thousand other 
ties which unite those who have been members of 
the same great Sohool or OoU^ge; who have Bhaxed 
its joys and sorrows, taken part in canying out its 
ednstdtution, and mixed together in its daas-n^ms, 
its play-field, its lilnaiy, its chapeL 

No doubt, it is not to be expected that a complete 
system of professional education should be given at 
our public schools. For example, it will probably 
be found necessary hereafter to require that every 
officer in the Knglish army should pass a year of 
special technical preparation at some militaiy 
college. If so, these collegeci would stand to the 
public schools in the same relation aa the uni- 
versities do at present, and would prepare a portion 
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of their pupils for them. But if the examinatioii for 
the. army is not to be extended, then the public 
schools ought to undertake the whole preparation for 
it. In order that they may fit their scholars either 
for a more technical course of instruction, or for 
their future profession^ it would seem necessary tluct 
some concessions should be made both on their side 
and on that of the goyemment,that the requirements 
of each should meet half-way^ the government im- 
posing such a scheme of military or general educaticm 
as may be given at the public schools, and the public 
schools consenting to modify their system, so that 
this may form a part of it distinctly recognised, and 
as much respected and encourftged as iihe prepara- 
tion for the universities. 

Now, a university and a public school violate 
their true functions, and descend from their legi- 
timate position in the country, if they consent to be 
mere institutions for cramming either men or boys 
with a certain ambunt of matter, which other people 
choose to fix upon, as necessaiy for admission into 
any particular business or profession. But again, 
they do not daam to themselves the influence and 
importance which is their right, nor adequately fulfil 
their duty, if they refuse to take account of the 
diversities of wants, tastes, and capacities in their 
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scholars, and force all into a Procrustean bed jof 
exactly the same dimensions. We do not doubt 
that where a boy can complete the ordinary educa- 
tion given at a public school, so as to be introduced 
not merely to the grammatical rudiments of Greek 
and* Latin, but to the literature which is enshrined 
in those languages, and the detailed histoiy of the 
people wl^o spoke them, a classical course of instruc- 
tion is most desirable, as the centre and main ele- 
ment of education, while other necessary studies 
are pursued in subordination to it. Many reasons 
and long experience might be adduced in support 
of classics (including Greek and Boman histoiy) 
as the best ^lij training of the mind in accuracy, 
in taste, in the power of expression, in a love o£ 
literature, and in the ability to appreciate modem 
poets, historians, political writers, moralists, even 
divineSb But where a boy cannot carry on his clas- 
sical reading to the end of his education, it seems 
clear that his time might be otherwise occupied 
with more advantage to himself, and that if he is 
never to learn Greek enough to read Thucydides, 
he had better spend it in learning French enough 
to read Guizot, and also turn his attention to some 
scientific <5r other branch of study, which will at 

once be of real use to him in life, and supply in the 

b 
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mean time a different yet very valuable kind of 
mental discipline^ 

This is not the place to do more than state very 
generally the leading principles for establishing a 
system of education which may be adapted to the 
wants of soldiers or men of business, nor to criticise 
the intellectual requirements of the present examina- 
tion for the army. Only two points may be noticed, 
because they are in &ct immediately connected with 
the g^ie^ moral result of education. The teach- 
ing of a public school must not be merely utilitar 
rian and professional : it must teach what will 
strengthen and elevate the minds of its pupils. 
Neith^ must it' be asked to degrade education into 
mere iiifarniation,aiid substitute for thoughtfcd study 
a superficial acquisition of &cts. The actual amount 
of knowledge acquired by a boy of 17 or 18, must 
be moderata It is of very Httle importance for 
him to fill his head with names of battles, p^-sons, 
places, minerals, and gases, but of great consequence 
to learn how he should master a subject The 
importance of this is admirably stated in the 
volume of Oxford EsBoys, lately published : ^ What- 
ever Oxford has done or not done, she has 
accomplished at least this: what her best men 
know, they know thoroughly . . . What is of mc»e 
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importance still, they know wliat knowledge of a 
subject means . . . and it is this knowledge which 
has made them so unwilling to admit a change . » . . 
Oxford therefore has done well, what she has done. 
And she may appeal protrdly and justly to the 
experience of life to bear witness for her. When 
the men whom she and Cambridge have educated, 
pass out into the ar^ia of the world, in spite of all 
that has been said, they maintain there an easy 
supremacy. They have gained at the Universities, 
not perhaps information, but what lies at the bottom 
of all power to gain information for any usefcd 
purpose, a power of insight into common things, 
which the more showy education of riyal systems is 
something less successful in conferring*." 

We may therefore claim on behalf of the public 
schools, that they should not be asked to give a 
smattering of all subjects, but that they should be 
required to impart a reasonable amount of know- 
ledge carefully and accurately. For example, no 
system can really enable a candidate of 17, to 
" answer such questions of history as may be pro* 
posed by the examinerst,'* L e, apparently in all 

* Essay on the hest meana of Uachmg EnglUk kUiOTyf p. 53. 
f Memorandum on Examination for a commission in the 
amy. 
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history from the creation to the present time^ but 
it may help him to tmderstand, in -some degree of 
detail, the history of his own country, to appre- 
ciate the place which England has filled in the 
growth of our modem civilization, and by the 
manner in which he has mastered this subject, 
to be able to continue his own historical reading, 
and to perceive 'the difference between giving 
any branch of knowledge a permanent place in 
his own mind, and cramming himself with a 
confused number of dates and names, thrown to- 
gether without reason, or system, or connexion, and 
quite as useless as it would be to commit to memory 
the names of 30,000 deities of Indian mythology. 

It would then be most desirable, if every public 
school would institute, by the side of its present 
classical course, a system of education in which 
mathematics should form the principal study, with 
Latin occupying the next place, as the foundation, 
of a sound grammatical training, and essential to 
the knowledge of our own literature. Round these 
might be ranged French, and probably one other 
modem language, the elements of geography, of 
history (at least that of our own country,) and 
such other studies as experience proves to be 
most practicable and most beneficial, and which 
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might vary in some degree, according to the future 
destination of their scholars. That thid may be 
done ^th yeiy gr«at suoceaa, is proved by the 
example of Cheltenham College, an institution which 
while, from its faulty constitution, it seems to re- 
frise to its scholars many of the advantages of a 
public school, yet in its intellectual eminence is a 
rival to the best of them, and in this particular 
branch of education far surpasses alL And surely 
if this were done, if the mass of future soldiers, for 
instance, were by such means kept for some time 
under the discipline of our public schools, and under 
those moral and religious injQuences with which 
their founders desired to surround them, and which 
Arnold in our own day revived, it might be hoped^ 
not only that our officers would be distinguished as 
they are now by undaunted courage and per- 
severance, but that they would also increase in 
thoughtful manliness, and Christian wisdom, so that 
we should be spared the shame of those scenes which 
have lately disgraced more than once our provincial 
barracks, and are so inexpressibly painful to all who 
care for the honour of the English name. 

It is not necessary here to enter at any length 
into the question of the religious education given 
to the members of such a department in a public 
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through their own vohmUa/ry confession and vow. 
We are indebted to Luther especially for this 
coirect conception ; and the having worthUy and 
rationally carried it out, is the most blessed work 
of the Evangelical Church of the German nation^ 
Confirmation is, at the present moment, together 
with the principle of intellectual liberty, the Bible, 
and the hymns, the principal nlethod of keeping 
alive Grerman Protestantism . . . Yet the Protestant 
Church in Germany fell into a contradiction, inas- 
much as she defended and admitted the validity of 
Confirmation, b& being the voluntary act of the 
individual, and yet supported, with all her power, 
the interference of the state, by whose regulations 
no person can be admitted into any trade or service, 
unless he can produce a certificate of Confirma- 
tion*." 

Great evils result in practice from thus turning 
Confirmation into a certificate of the fact that a 
young man has received intellectually, a certain 
amount of instruction in divinity. It is dijBicult for 
a teacher to urge a careless boy to postpone his Con- 
firmation, if his commission depends on it. Nay, it 
may happen that for some reason or other, some 

* Hippolytus and liis Age : The Christian School, and the 
BaptUrMtl Pledge. 



PREFACE. XXI 

levity or other unfitness, a clergyman may think it 
expedient to refuse for the present to present him 
to the Bishop. That which is only meant as a 
warning, to prevent him from losing the one great 
opportunity for serious thought which is given him 
in his boyhood, becomes a real temporal punishment, 
if it aJso dekys his admission to the army. No 
doubt it is very, expedient that every soldier 
should be confirmed, and should receive the Holy 
Communion. But by this we can only mean that 
it is expedient for every soldier to be a thoughtful 
Christian, desirous to do right. It is most inex^ 
pedient that he should be confirmed, if he is not so. 
Besides this, the Church of England is the only 
body to which such a rule is applied. Confirmation 
is practised in the Eoman Catholic Church, as well 
as in our own, but an officer chosen from that com- 
munion, is required to produce no such certificate. 
A Baptist is not ordered to bring proof that he 
has been baptized, nor a Presbyterian that he has 
received the Lord's Supper. All such candidates 
are simply directed to produce a testimonial from a 
minister or priest, that they have been sufficiently 
instructed in the principles of religion. Let the 
same rule be applied to the Church of England, and 
all necessary requirements will be satisfied. 
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It is partly from the desire of calling attention 
to this subject, that the author has published at the 
end of the volunfte, a Sermon less directly connected 
with public events than the others, (though not 
without some allusion to them,) in which he 
attempted to impress on those who were recently 
confirmed in the school chapel by the Bishop of 
Salisbury, the solemnity of the rite to which they 
had been admitted. 

He is conscious indeed with reference to this 
Sermon, no less than to the whole volume, that a 
charge of presumption may be brought against him, 
not merely for publishing at all sermons of such 
little importance as these, but also for venturing to 
unite, by means of this preface, the ordinary religious 
teaching of a school chapel, with questions of national 
importance. But the times in which we live are so 
momentous, that even the humblest su^^pestion for 
improving what is defective will meet with a charit- 
able judgment. No one can deny that the year to 
which these Sermons principally refer ended amidst 
disaster, anxiety, and distrust ; me/Cs haarU failing 
them for fetvr, cmd for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth, and especially on our 
own country. On the particular evils of the war it 
is needless here to dwell But these, apparently, do 
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not stand alone. Eightlj or wrongly, the great 
satirist of the age represents fashionable society as 
thoroughly polluted by selfish worldlines& The 
leading men of all parties in Parliament vie with 
each other in lamenting and seeking to remedy the 
ignorance and immorality of the poor. Some per- 
sons consider the administration of pubUc afi&irs to 
be so fiiulty and corrupt, that, in spite of the warn- 
ings of Tacitus and Juvenal, they think the Eoman 
empire the model of all government for the present 
time, and see no hope for us except in the installar 
tion of "a vigorous central executive . . . the govern- 
ment of a protector or dictator, if you like to call 
him so, for the name is unimportant*." Others 
see ''political changes looming in the distance, 
which will make the sovereign people more and 
more absolute in its sovereignty, and [therefore] . . . 
desire an appeal &om Demos drunk to Pemos 
sobert.'' Such thoughts and expectations must 
arise from real evils, and therefore under such cir- 
cumstances, when no one may be idle without sin, 
those whose profession and occupations happily 

• Congreve*8 Lectwres on the Bomcm Empvre of the West, 
delivered at the Edinburgh Philosophical Institution, p. 62, 
f Conybeare'g Essays, Ecclesiastical and Social, p. 430. 
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withdraixr them from taking a direct part in affiurs sa 
full of trouble, are at least doing sometliing for their 
country, if thej try to train up a new generation in 
the fear of €k>d, and the spirit of Christian devotion 
and manly wisdom, so that our sons may be better 
than ourselves. And if the discipline of English 
public schools, rightly organized and governed, 
affords any means of doing this, we shall do wisely 
in making them more extensively useful than they 
are, so that many may go forth from them into all 
professions, ready to appreciate and to love 

The great in conduct, and the pure in thought. 

Some persons again may take exception to 
this PreflEtce as out of place on other grounds, as 
confounding things sacred and things secular, and 
introducing a series of addresses on practical Chris- 
tianity, by discussions on history and mathematics. 
Yet it is difficult to view the vaiious influences 
which mould the character except as parts of one 
great whole: we cannot say exactly where the 
province of the intellect ends, and that of the reason 
or conscience begins: St Paul's prayer for the 
sanctiflcation of body, sotU, cmd apirU, consecrates 
our whole being to God, and testifies that every 



PREFACE. XXV 

portion of it has its part in affecting our whole 
Christian character. And not only is the intel- 
lectual and even the bodily side of a boy's education 
closely connected with his religious welfare, but the 
direct and peculiar business of a school is to train 
the understanding. Unless this is done in a manner 
which will be useful hereafber for a boy's worldly 
position, it is idle to expect him to remain at it. 
Doubtless, the highest education is the education of 
the spirit, but for this the instruction of the intellect 
is, at school, the instrument and condition. The 
peculiar character of this instruction at our public 
schools tends, at present, to confbie their advan- 
tages to a comparatively small number. If therefore 
these advantages are to be diffused more widely, it 
is necessary to shew that there is no insuperable 
difficulty in combining them with a different kind 
of teaching from that which t is now exclusively 
given. 

Finally, if it be objected that the view of school- 
life here assumed is too favourable, and not borne 
out by facts, it can only be answered that, in spite 
of many &iults, the elements of good in it far exceed 
those of evil ; that the one are permanent, the other 
for the most part transitory; and that the system of 
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reoognised internal authority, and mutual responsi- 
bility, if combined with a wise training of mind and 
spirit, is eminently calculated, under God*s blessing, 
to prepare a boy for rightly performing the yarious 
duties of manhood. 

The College, Mablbobouoh, 
AprU 30, 1855. 
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I. THE FIRST FAST DAY. 



Isaiah xiii. 4. 

The Lord of hosts mtutereth the host of the battle. 

When I spoke to you last night on the kingdom 
of God*, it was difficult to avoid the feeling that 
the subject was connected with this day's obser- 
vance. For the hope of a kingdom of peace and 
holiness may well console and encourage us, when we 
think of the tumultuous " noise of the kingdoms of 
nations gathered togetfier" such as Isaiah heard in 
his vision, &om which I have taken the text. And 
therefore on a day like this, when we axe assembled 
here to pray that the evils of war may be mitigated 
and shortened, we can find no more comprehensive 
formula in which to express our petitions, than that 
familiar clause of the Lord's Prayer, — " Thy king- 
dom com^" 

My brethren, the occasion on which we are met 
is solemn and peculiar in its character, such as has 
not occurred in the lifetime of any among you, 

* On the evening before this sermon was preached^ one of 
a course of lectures on the Lord's Prayer had been delivered 
in the Chapel. A somewhat similar reference is made by Mr 
Maurice^ in one of his Sermons preached during the French 
Bevolution of 1848. 

B 
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hardly even in the recollection of your Others. 
Forty years have passed since the thought of war 
and the circumstances attending it, furnished occa- 
sion for any religious observances in this country. 
The occurrence of such a state of things, so entirely 
beyond our actual experience, so far more stirring 
than the ordinary course of political events, involv- 
ing so much of public interest to us all, and of pri- 
vate anxiety to many, may well have roused within 
you an unusual amount of excited feeling. Surely 
then we have reason to value an opportunity of 
regarding it not merely as a matter for wonder, 
but for sober and serious thought, and of diverting 
our attention from the outward pomp and circum- 
stance and stirring events of war, to its inward 
meaning and reality, its bearing on our country, 
on our fiimilies, on ourselves. Now we are to-day 
especially summoned together to pray for God's 
blessings on our arms. Let us consider in what 
manner this may be offered up as a Christian prayer. 
The Christian is never justified in asking unreserv- 
edly for success in any temporal undertaking. Even 
our Lord himself qualified His prayer that the cup 
might pass from Him, by the words, " nevertheless, 
not my tmU, hit Thine he done" Instead then of 
praying simply and without limitation for victory, 
it is better in the first place to pray that God will 
shorten and diminish the miseries of war, that He 
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will soon vouchsafe to us again the blessing of peace, 
and the power of resuming without interruption 
our usual occupations and our ordinary course of 
internal improyement. In the second place we may 
most fitly pray for God's blessing to keep all en- 
gaged in this war from deliberate and intentional 
sin. We may pray that God will bless the states- 
men who direct it, by preserving them from am- 
bition, from a selfish desire for the unfair aggran- 
dizement of England, from fruud, from any conduct 
which may falsify the pure motives which they 
have put forward as their reasons for proclaiming 
war. Again, we may pray that God will bless those 
actually engaged in it, by saving them from the sins 
of cruelty, and rapine, and needless violence. Any of 
you who have read the details of a campaign must 
have observed what frightful crimes have been com- 
mitted even in defence of the most righteous cause. 
When the fiercest passions of an excited army are 
suddenly let loose, there seems no limit to the 
horrors which even brave and merciful men have 
been led to perpetrate. If we take our own most 
recent war, it is painful to think that the laurels 
won in the Peninsula were disgraced by the savage 
passions and merciless carnage of Badajoz and St 
Sebastian. We know that in every war there must 
be suffering and pain and slaughter; for in these 
consists its scourge. But as the present war has 

B 2 
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been honourably distinguished from all former wars 
by the generous and humane provision that it is to 
be carried on by the legitimate force of our country 
only, and is not to unchain the imhallowed passions 
of privateering rapine, so we may pray that by 
Grod*s blessing, even in the very hour of battle, the 
thoughts of justice and mercy may be imited with 
the vigour of dauntless courage and the ardent 
desire of victory. But surely we may carry this 
prayer still further, when we consider what a battle 
really is. Our eyes are generally so dazzled by its 
exciting splendours, that they fail to penetrate the 
sad and solemn details of the picture. Some at 
least of our countrymen who are now leaving our 
shores can never hope to return to them ; they are 
going to certain death. Now if we knew that any 
boy of this school, or any of our neighbours or ser- 
vants was lying sick and in hourly peril of death, 
our hearts would be touched; the more serious 
among us, would pray for him, all would regard 
him with sympathy and compassion. Yet hardly 
any sickness, at least till the physician has given 
up all hope, can be more dangerous than a battle. 
Death stands equally near the sick man and the 
soldier, but the thoughts of eternity and of judgment 
are not brought home to the soldier's mind by the 
earnest prayers and loving exhortations of those 
who are dearest to him. His heart alone hfuywetk 
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its own hiUemess; he may be careless, or unbe- 
lieving, or positively wicked, or again he may be 
oppressed by the consciousness of sin, and yet 
there is no one to remind him of the God with 
whom alone is plenteous redemption, and in whose 
presence he is so soon to stand. Let us pray then 
that Jesus Christ may be always with him by His 
Spirit, and put into his heart the thoughts of 
repentance, and a prayer for forgiveness, and an 
assured hope of heaven. And surely the prayers 
which we offer up for those engaged in the war, 
should be no vague and general aspirations. All 
those who are fighting for us are joined to us by 
bonds so close that they deserve our cordial sym- 
pathy ; even those who are fighting against us are 
children of a common Father with ourselves, and 
will one day stand together with us before His 
judgment-seat ; it is therefore our duty to pray that 
they too may be saved fix>m sin and from its punish- 
ment. But some here present are linked with our 
fleets and armies by the very closest ties, some of 
us must have near and dear kinsmen, even our 
own brothers perhaps, engaged in this contest and 
exposed to these great perils. Pray then especially 
for them, that Grod, if it seem good to Him, may 
preserve them in the dangers of the sea and of 
the battle, and in His own good time bring them 
safely back to us with the well-earned rewards of 
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bravery. But pray far more earnestly that they 
may be kept from sin, that Christ may support 
and help them in their utmost need, and that through 
hardship and pain and death, they may find in Him 
a Friend who sticketh closer than a brother, and 
who is most surely present where all human help 
is wanting. 

Thus far I have viewed the subject before us 
on its evil side. I have taken into consideration 
those points only which make war, like pestUence 
and famine, emphatically the scourge of Grod. But 
it has also its brighter and happier characteristica 
We must not forget that we are continually taught 
in the Old Testament to regard war as an instru- 
ment in God*s hands, which He uses for his own 
great purposes. The very titles by which He is 
addressed, such as the Lord of hosts, the constant 
recurrence of such phrases as the Lord is a mam, of 
wa/r, the Lord hath gotten ffimsdf the victory, and 
others which we all remember, shew that while His 
essential attributes are peace and love, yet that 
there are cases in which war is lawful or even 
right. Although the immediate cause of war con- 
sists always in the evil passions of wicked men, yet 
there is a hand beyond and above theirs, "The 
Lord of hosts rrmstereth the host of the haUle" By 
war He has been pleased to accomplish some of the 
greatest and most beneficial changes in the history 
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of man. £7 war He placed the Israelites in the 
possession of Canaan, and kept for Himself a 
peculiar people, from whom the light of Christ's 
Gospel has spread over the world. By war Europe 
was reclaimed from barbarism, and all those va- 
rious elements and races were introduced into 
society, from which is made up our present Chris- 
tian civilisation. By war the liberties of our 
own country have been secured. If we may trace 
the finger of Grod in all the events of history, we 
may trace it pre-eminently in war. Only we must 
remember that the course of history, though on 
the whole plainly favourable to the improvement of 
mankind and the furtherance of God's kingdom, has 
not proceeded in an invariable and uninterrupted 
progress : the event of many wars and battles has 
been for the time most injurious to the cause of 
justice and human advancement Here then ia 
another legitimate subject for prayer. Let us pray 
that this war rmBLj take its place amongst those 
which promote happiness and righteousness among 
men, and not among those which end by rearing up 
the &bric of some grinding despotism, and obscur- 
ing or extinguishing for a time the light of freedom 
and civilisation and truth. 

But there are still other points which may be 
noticed in connexion with the subject before u& 
If war calls out many of men's worst passions, 
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undoubtedly it also gives opportunity for exercising 
many noble and heroic virtues. In tune of war 
men are practised in that courage and contempt of 
danger, which they can use at all times for the 
benefit of their fellows. In war they learn to be- 
lieve that however precious is human life, yet that 
there are things yet more precious; that duty and 
obedience, and the love of country, are treasures 
without which life itself ia not worth having. 
In war they find practically what it is to 
sacrifice themselves for the good of others. Such 
lessons as these, necessary in every age, are most 
especially so in an age like ours. For while we 
prize the civilisation and refinement and tranquillity 
which has year by year been increasing around xis, 
we cannot forget the danger that civilisation and 
refinement may degenerate into luxury and indo- 
lence, that peace, and quiet, and tranquil enjoyment 
may be preferred to the real glory and greatness of 
our country ; that the love of maUng money, inse- 
parable &om a commercial age and people, may 
generate a forgetfulness of our duty to others, and of 
those nobler qualities without which a great trading 
and maritime power will at last share the fisite of 
Tyre, of Carthage, and of Venice. We may there- 
fore pray God that the present war may be the 
means of reviving or keeping alive amongst us a 
heroic patriotism, a desire that this "kingly com- 
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monwealth of England*" may occupy a prominent 
place among the nations, not only in wealth and 
commerce and the means of enjoyment, but in the 
valour and self-devotion of its citizens, in the power 
of protecting the weak, of restraining lawless vio- 
lence, of supporting the cause of freedom and truth, 
and therefore of real Christianity, as opposed to its 
mere name and outward semblanca It is thus that 
we may hope that richer blessings than any which 
we now enjoy may hereafter compensate for those 
which we are for a time resigning, that in this, 
as in all cases, 

'* Good 

Wm be the final goal of ill," 

and that though many precious sacrifices must be 

made, yet we shall find at last a new reason to 

believe, — 

** That nothing walks with aimless feet, 
That not one life shall be destroyed, 
Or cast as rubbish to the void, 
When Grod hath made the pile complete +." 

These, I think, are some of the thoughts which 
may properly occupy our minds to-day, some of the 
prayers which we may offer up with an assured 
hope that God will accept them for the sake of His 
Son Jesus Christ. I have spoken throughout as 

* Arnold, Lectures on Medem History, 
f Tennyson, In Mem<mom. 
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addressiiig a congregation personally unconcerned 
in the war j viewing it as it were from without ; 
interested in it only from its probable importance, 
its immediate connexion with our own country, in 
some cases even with our own friends and kinsmen. 
But yet we must not forget that it may be brought 
still nearer to us. For, in the first place, there is 
the possibility not wholly to be disregarded, that God 
might be pleased to visit us with such defeats as 
might lead to the invasion of England itself, and 
all the misery and ruin which would result from so 
terrible a caJamity. How great this misery is, we 
can form no conception, for it is now 109 years 
since an invading army violated any portion of the 
English soiL But without considering a case, whicli 
we may at least hope to be most unUkely, we can* 
not tell how long this war may last, and how many 
of you may be called to take an active part in it. 
Both ancient and modem history tells us of wars 
which the fathers began, and the sons or even 
grandsons finished. Let this at least give a more 
direct and personal interest to the prayers and 
services of this day. If hereafter any one of you 
finds himself fighting on some distant Eastern battle- 
field or Northern sea, he may perhaps call to mind 
what was said to him to-dav in this scene of his 
boyhood, and remember that he is warned at all times 
and in all places, in war and in peace, at school and 
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at home, as a boy and as a man, to value duty even 
above life, and that the only true way of knovdng 
and doing his duty when danger and death are 
around him, is to preserve unbroken the tie which 
binds him to Jesus Christ our Lord. This tie, 
brethren, neither danger nor death can loosen, 
nothing can dissolve it except your own sins. 
Lastly, I have been urging you to think about the 
war in a sober and serious and Christian spirit, in 
such a spirit as it is to be hoped that this daVs 
solemxdt" wiU tend to produceryo^ hearts. I 
have tried to explain in what manner we should 
pray to God for His blessing on our arms. But 
must you confine yourselves to thought and prayer 1 
Can you do nothing yourselves for your country in 
this crisis of her history? Certainly you cannot do 
much, but you can do something, you can mioke 
some sacrifice in this cause. Almost every body in 
the kingdom is called upon to sacrifice something. 
Those who serve in our fleets and armies must 
sacrifice their homes, their comforts, their time, 
probably their health, perhaps even their Uvea 
Your parents and others who stay at home must 
sacrifice their money ; many of them no doubt will 
feel keenly the heavy load of increased taxation, 
and the probable increased price of commodities. 
But you are the last on whom this will press. You 
know very well that they will deny themselves almost 
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any thing, before they consent to deprive you of 
any real advantage, almost of any pleasure. Your 
sacrifice must be voluntary, and to this you are 
invited to-day. You may contribute something 
cheerfully and ungrudgingly for the benefit of those 
who are necessarily abandoned by their natural 
protectors. The support of the soldiers' wives, the 
education of their children, must not be forgotten 
in the absence of their husbands and their fiithers. 
We can do something towards it. The more we 
do, the more satisfactory will be the reflection that 
we have not merely talked about the war, and 
professed an enthusiastic interest in the glory of 
England, but have really helped to mitigate the 
privations and anxieties of those on whom that 
glory depends. Give then liberally, give even if 
you can ill afford it, give even if you have to 
deprive yourselves in consequence of some pleasure 
which you desired. For surely your life here on the 
whole is one of great enjoyment ; you have lately 
had an opportunity for much amusement; you 
have had the pleasure of meeting old friends, and 
of welcoming back here those whose interest in 
this place, and whose regard for you, we rejoice to 
think imabated. Shew then that you believe our 
Saviour's words, "U is more blessed to give them to 
receive,** Let every good gift which God so richly 
showers upon you, from the merest pleasures of 
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boyhood, to the infinite mercies of Christ's redemp- 
tion, all operate to make you generous, liberal, ready 
to do to others as you would they should do imto 
you, if you were called away from your homes to 
suffering and danger. 
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Luke xxii. 19. 

^etu8 took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave 

tmto them. 

On different occasions when we have met to 
celebrate the Lord's Supper, I have spoken to you 
of the various aspects under which that ordinanoe 
may be viewed. I have tried to explain to you the 
force of the name Sacromientum, as implying the 
pledge or oath, by which we bind ourselves to be 
Christ's faithful soldiers and servants unto our lives' 
end. I have shewn what is to be understood by 
the word Cormn/anion, our spiritual union with 
Christ in faith, and one with another in brotherly 
love. I have reminded you that the Lord's Supper 
is a means of grace, a help, that is, by which we 
may grow in Christian holiness and devotion ; and 
fchat it is also a remembrance of Christ's death, 
designed to shew it forth and engrave it deeply on 
our minds till He come again to judgment. There 
is one other light in which it may be viewed, and 
which is especially connected with this day's peculiar 
service : I mean the consideration of it, as the great 
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thanksgiving of the Chnstian Church. You will 
remember, that besides the various names applied 
to this ordinance which have been already enume- 
rated, Lord's Supper y JSacrament, Gormnvmon, there 
is one other which has not yet been mentioned. 
This name is Ev^haHst : a name founded on the 
very passage which I have chosen as my text. He 
took bread and gave thamJcs ; or, as it is in the 
original, tv'^^apia-rricra^ €K\a<re, And so the verb is 
frequently used of the thanksgiving or blessing 
spoken before a meal Thus when St Paul was 
encouraging his companions in the midst of the 
storm, he took bread, omd gave thomks to God {ev-xapi- 
artjae) in presence of them aU, and when he had 
broken it, he began to eat*. And so ev^apia-ria is 
used of the thanksgiving in Christian worship in 
that passage of the first Epistle to the Corinthians, 
in which St Paul commends the gift of prophecy 
above that of tongues. How shall tfie wrdea/med say 
Amen at thy giving of thomks ? (ti; o-^ €J;^a/>i(rTi^ t). 
This word Eucha/rist then, or thanksgiving, was 
aj^lied to the Lord's Supper from the custom of 
offering a prayer of thanksgiving or blessing before 
the distribution of the bread and wine. We have 
seen from the text that Christ Himself offered such 
a prayer at the institution of the ordinance. And 
so when St Paul is rebuking the Corinthians for 

* Acts xxvii. 35. t I Cor. xiv. 16. 
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irregularities in its celebration, he asks them 
whether the cup of blessing which we Hess is not 
the com/munion of the Mood of Christ* 9 meaning by 
this expression the thanksgiving cup which we 
dedicate to God with a prayer of devout gratitude. 
Hence as this thought of thanksgiving was an es- 
sential part of the celebration of the Lord's Supper, 
there is a special propriety in our coming to that 
ordinance on any occasion of solemn thankfulness 
for mercies received from God. Let us then dwell on 
this thought a little longer ; let us consider, first, 
the general blessings which we always celebrate in 
the Lord's Supper, and secondly, the special reasons 
which we have this day for shewing forth our gra- 
titude to God. We shall find that the Eucharist 
is connected with the manifestation of God in grace, 
in history, and in nature, that in it we thank 
Him for spiritual mercies ever present to us, for 
mercies now past, but of which the efiects are still 
around us, for temporal mercies bestowed upon us 
year by year. And this will bring to our hearts 
the thought, that for special as well as general bless- 
ings we are boimd to approach Him this day with 
thankful and earnest devotion. 

(i) Most obviously, the Eucharist is a solemn 
act of thanksgiving for the death and passion of 
our Saviour Christ. This is its peculiar Christian 

* I Cor. X. 1 6. 
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signification, the meaning which our Lord in His 
own words distinctly impressed upon it. This do 
in remembrance of Tne : This is my Body which is 
given for you: This cwp is the New Testam/ent in 
my Uood : all these familiar sentences are designed 
to fix this one great meaning on our memories, 
that we have sinned and Christ has died, and that 
through His death we are made partakers in the 
righteousness of God 

But (3) there are circumstances connected with 
the institution of the Lord's Supper which will re- 
mind us of other mercies. The covenant feast of 
Christ's Church arose from the greatest of the 
Jewish festivals. Without entering into minute 
detail concerning its first celebration, we shall re- 
member that our Lord instituted it during the 
period of the Paasover, that the very words 
thanksgiving which He uttered were part of the 
paschal ceremony, and that when St Paul speaks 
of Christ ov/r Passover y he teaches us that His death 
is the fulfilment and antitype of the Jewish ordi- 
nance. Whatever mercies therefore were comme- 
morated in that Feast, must not be forgotten amid 
the deeper and more earnest thankfulness of the 
Christian Sacrament. Now these mercies were two. 
The first of them was the deliverance of the chosen 
people from the land of Egypt, and the miraculous 
preservation of their firstborn on the night of their 

C 
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departure. Whatever blessings therefore we have 
inherited from the Jews, we commemorate in this 
£ucharistic service. To the separation of that 
peculiar people from all nations, we may trace the 
preservation of a pure faith in one God, in the 
midst of heathen wickedness, to it we must attri- 
bute the institution of that law which is awr 
schoolmaater to bring U8 to Gh/riat^ and through it 
has been handed down to us the volume of the 
Old Testament, with its warnings and its prophecies, 
its deep devotion, its exalted standard of righteous- 
ness, its revelation of God as the Father of the 
fEunily, the King and Lawgiver of the nation, the 
Guide of every individual who feeU after Him and 
finds Hvm. For all these mercies therefore : for 
the manifestation of God in history, for the know- 
ledge that His Providence is around us everywhere, 
that He is a jealous, yet a merciful God, a God 
who will by no means clear the guilty, but is long- 
suffering and full of compassion, we should praise 
Him and bless Him, and worship Him, and give 
thanks to Him for His great glory. 

(3) But besides this, the Passover was also de- 
signed to remind us that the same God who is 
Lord of the spiritual kingdom, and who directs the 
history of the world by His providential wisdom, 
is Kuler of the natural world also, and that the hus- 
bandman's labours are fruitless without His blessing: 
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At the beginning of the paschal supper the master 
of the house thanked God who created the fruits 
of the ground, and of the vine ; and thus the thought 
of His general care of the whole human race, led to 
a grateful commemoration of the mercies which He 
had shewn to His own peculiar people. So too the 
bread and wine of the Eucharist, considered merely 
as natural gifts, apart from this heavenly meaning, 
may well remind us that the hairs of our head are 
numbered by a Father's love, and that it is He who 
gives its rain andjruitful seasons,JiUing the earth with 
food and gladness. Indeed the connection between 
the natxiral and the divine is for us far closer than 
for the Jews, For when redeemed man returns into 
a childlike relation to God, then first he trulv sees 
how the same Father who spared not His own Son 
hut freely delivered Him up for us all has also most 
truly fulfilled His promises, and that with Him He 
freely gives us all things. Every earthly gift ac- 
quires a new and higher significance: all nature, 
before desecrated by man's sin, is now sanctified 
anew to his use since he has become a redeemed 
child of God. We recognize the Lord of the spi- 
ritual harvest in the Giver of the natural harvest, tem- 
poral mercies are indissolubly connected with bless- 
ings which are to last for ever. And for this reason 
again the administration of the Lord's Supper seems 
to me especially appropriate to this day's service. 

c 2 
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It is true that the peculiar reasons which the na- 
tion has for gratitude are less likely to be appreciated 
by you, than by other congregations who are now 
pouring forth prayers of devout thankfcdness, and 
to whom the blessing of this year's harvest is as life 
from the dead It is part of the heedlessness of 
boys, that mercies are but little felt, which do not 
immediately influence their own condition. From 
your age, your position in life, the watchful kind- 
ness of your parents, you would be among the last 
to feel the actual miseries of &min& Yet, those of 
you who take any interest in the concerns of your 
Others' parishes, who ever attend at all to those 
matters which cause your parents anxiety, must 
know that the insuflicient harvest of last year did 
press upon the poor with fearful severity, nay, that 
it most materially diminished to very many in our 
own rank of life the means of comfort and enjoy- 
ment. You may then appreciate the misery which 
would have come upon our country if, in addition to 
the devastations of pestilence, and the pressure of war, 
a second bad harvest had followed upon last year's 
scarcity. You can understand this as a matter of 
fact and argument, you ought also to connect it 
with your practice and regard it with unselfish and 
Christian sympathy. I have often urged you to 
rouse yourselves from the absorbing occupations and 
amusements of your school life, by enlarging the dicle 
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of your interests. In intellectual things, at least in the 
case of the elder, this should be one effect produced 
by the higher and more general character of your 
studies, by your private reading, by all pursuits and 
institutions recognized here which connect your 
thoughts with the literature and history either of 
past or present times. Much more is it your duty 
to extend the sphere of your sympathies in moral 
and religious things, by feeling a real interest in 
the wel&,re of others, in the gradual triumph of 
good over evil, in the extension of Christ's kingdom, 
in the joys, the sorrows, the hopes, the fears, the 
dangers, the deliverances of any who share with our- 
selves a common country, a common Mth, a com- 
mon nature. And therefore I call upon you to-day 
to think with gratitude and joy, that by this year's 
abundance many a poor man's hearth will be glad- 
dened, many who are in pain and sickness will be 
strengthened and restored, many even of your own 
immediate friends and relations will be freed from 
anxiety, perhaps from privation, that temptations to 
crime will diminish, angry passions and discontent 
will be healed, that truth wiUJlouriah out of the ea/rth^ 
and righteouaneaa toiU look dotvn/rom hea/oen. 

But, brethren, I cannot admit that we in this 
place have no special reasons for thankfulness to- 
day. We share with all our countrymen, nay, with 
all Europe, the manifold blessings of a plentifril 
harvest, but we have also ourselves received many 
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particular mercies. In the form of thanksgiying 
which has just been read, a clause was directed to 
be added in places where the cholera prevails, pray- 
ing that the sight of death might remind us of the 
Judgment, and that whether Uving or dying, we 
might be found faithful disciples of Christ. Is it 
a trifling mercy that we are able here to omit that 
clause, that while whole columns in every news- 
paper have been filled with mournful histories of 
agony and death, we in this place have been alto- 
gether spared from so terrible a scourge ? Surely, 
too, it is not a blessing to be passed over unobserved, 
that while we have not been free from sickness of 
another kind*, the visitation has been so mercifully 
tempered to us, that of those who have been ill 
some are already again in their accustomed seats in 
this chapel; none, hiunanly speaking, are in any 
present peril; that a malady has been amongst us, 
serious enough to give opportunity and inclination 
for quiet thought, for looking into our hearts and 
dispositions, for considering whether we are £t to 
meet dangerous sickness, and to stand face to face 
with death, and yet so mild in its form as to exempt 
us from all grave imeasiness and anxiety. 

All these considerations, private as well as pub- 
lic, domestic no less than national, should add a 
deep meaning and an earnest devotion to this day's 

* The Sermon was preached during the prevalence of 
measles in the School. 
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^Eucharistic servica Yet is there one more thought 
which I cannot separate from it, and which to some 
of this congregation is the most solemn and impres- 
sive of alL We must not forget that there are those 
amongst us to-day who are about to receive their 
last Commimion, who are attending nearly their last 
service, as members of this School Hitherto I have 
dwelt more on God^s temporal than on His spiritual 
mercies, for the peculiar services of this day seemed 
to invite us to do so. But to those who are so soon 
to leave us, I would recommend the opposite course. 
In their retrospect of their school life, they will be 
ready enough to acknowledge that on the whole it 
has been happy, and that they close it with regret. 
They may not all connect the thought of this hap- 
piness with God, nor reflect that it is He who has 
spared them from trouble and sickness, and given 
them so many things richly to enjoy. But the fact 
of this happiness they will neither deny nor under- 
value. Let them consider whether they have any 
higher and deeper caiise for gratitude than this. Let 
them reflect whether, in looking back upon the past, 
they can feel thankfrd for any real increase of know- 
ledge and mental power, for habits of industry here 
formed, for tastes refined, and new sources of in- 
terest opened, by the education of this place. But 
even this is not the chief part of the inquiry which 
they should hold in communing with their own 
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hearts to- day. It is not enough to owe to this school 
four or five years of great outward enjoyment, nor 
to be grateful for the help wliich it has afforded in 
training and cultivating your minds. You ought to 
feel to it, brethren, a yet deeper obligation ; you 
ought to be indebted to it not only for physical 
happiness and mental discipline, but yet more to 
otm to U even you/r ovm sdves besides. Is it really 
a Utopian dream, to trust that some who are going 
from us now, and many who will leave iis in time 
to come, may associate the services of this chapel, 
and especially the Communion here administered, 
and not only these, but the lessons, the discipline, 
the friendships of this place, with the formation of 
high and godly principle, the abhorrence of all that 
is mean and coarse and frivolous, the gradual train- 
ing of their souls in the knowledge and love of 
Jesus Christ ? At least, on this day of hope and 
thankfulness, I may indulge the belief that some in 
their heart of hearts can appreciate these blessings, 
and feel that they have, in some small degree, re- 
ceived them. If so, how thankful, how peaceful, 
yet how humble and penitent should be their 
thoughts to-day ! How truly are they bidden to a 
Eucharistic feast, a solemn service of thanksgiving, 
that at the close of their boyhood, the end of one 
marked epoch in their lives, one definite scene of 
their earthly probation, they can look back, amidst 
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many falls and weaknesses and sins^ to the formation 
of that practical conviction from which they may 
go forward to the sublimest heights of Christian ho- 
liness, the conviction that they are redeemed by the 
blood of Christ from a life of indolence and selfish- 
ness, to the inheritance of His eternal kingdom ! 

Yet surely this question does not affect them- 
selves only, but us also whom they leave behind 
them, since of no place than this is it more true, 
that if one merriber suffer, all the memhera suffer urith 
it, and if one member rejoice, aU the members rejoice 
with U, Let us all then extend our sympathies to 
them and to one another. We are about to thank 
God for the death of His Son, for the gift of His 
word, for the boimties of His Providence, for the 
mercy with which He has lightened one visitation, 
and wholly exempted us from another. Let us also 
thank Him for any moral and religious improve- 
ment which we may have noticed, let us thank Him 
for all, whether here or elsewhere, whether old or 
young, whom we have known to be His servants, for 
any who have entered or are entering on the work 
of life with a desire to love and obey Him ; and let 
every one here present pray that their number may 
be increased year by year, and that by God's great 
mercy, he may himself be reckoned among them. 

Odol>€r X, 1854. 



III. THE CHRISTIAN'S WARFARK 



Ephesians vi. 13. 

TaJse unto you the whoU armow of God, ikal ye may he able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done aU, to ttand. 

The comparison of a Christian to a soldier is one of 
frequent occurrence, and is indeed suggested by the 
Old Testament, where the whole history of the wars 
of the Israelites, Grod's own chosen people, against 
the idolatrous and degraded tribes of Canaan, seems 
to represent the struggle which we are required to 
carry on against the enemies of our souls. So too 
the Prophets not unfrequently describe God's judg- 
ments, and providential government of the world, 
by metaphors taken from warfare, as when we read 
in Isaiah, The Lord has put on righteousness as a 
breastplate, and an helmet 0/ salvation- on ff is head; 
pvUing on the garment of vengeance for clothing, and 
clad with zeal as a cloak*. So St Paul delights to 
represent every Christian as engaged in fighting a 
battle, with Christ for his Captain. The weapons oj 
our warfare, he says in one place, a/re not carnal, hut 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds f. In another he urges that we who are qftlie 
day, should be sober, putting on die breastplate of 
* Is. lix. T7. t a Cor. x. 4. 
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fa^ amd love, and for cm hebnet the hope of aalvor 
tion*. But the most elaborate comparison of all is 
to be found in this passage of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, of which I have chosen the opening verse 
as my text. Here he states it, not only in general 
terms, but carries it out into minute details, likening 
every weapon of the Roman panoply, whether 
offensive or defensive, to some holy principle or 
Christian virtua The loins of Christ's soLlier are 
girded for the spiritual conflict with the belt of 
sincerity or truth. Eighteousness or justice defends 
him as with a breastplate, his feet are made ready 
by strong sandals, to carry abroad the Gospel of 
peace. Faith itself is the shield which protects him 
against the fiery arms of the wicked one, the hope of 
salvation covers his head with a helmet, and his 
hand wields the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of 
God, with which the Captain of our Salvation had 
already put to flight the tempter in the wilderness. 
We cannot doubt that all this remarkable imagery 
was suggested by the circumstances of St Paul's 
imprisonment at Komef. Chained to a soldier, he 
tells us himself that his bonds in Christ were made 
manifest in the quarters of the Prsetorian guard J! ; 

* I Theaa. y. 8. 

+ CoDybeare and Howson on St Paul, ch. xxvi. 

X ^ oKifi T<^ fTfioirupU^, not in all the paletce, but the eas* 
ira praitoriana, the barracks of the Emperor's body-guard, 
established by Sejanus under Tiberius (Sueton. Tiber, 37). 
Compare Acts xzviiL 16. 
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and we may well believe that seeing as He did the 
regular camp discipline of these picked soldiers of 
the Roman army, he often used such metaphors 
in addressing them, according to his well-known 
practice, sanctioned by our Lord's own example, of 
drawing arguments and illustrations from the cir- 
cumstances and employments of his hearers ; quoting 
Aratus at Athens, speaking of th& Isthmian games 
to the Corinthians, of the rights of Koman citizen- 
ship to the Fhilippians, persuading Agrippa from 
the Prophets, becoming oM things to all men, that he 
might by aU mecms save some. 

We shall not perhaps be mingling too closely 
what is spiritual with what is earthly, or rather we 
shall be justified by this precedent, if we say that 
the vivid truth of this comparison should be brought 
home to our hearts, by the manner in which we are 
at this time interested in the details of war£u%, and 
the daily life of a soldier on active duty. During 
long years of peace among the nations of Europe, 
where campaigns and battles were mere matters of 
history, when such as did occur in our own time 
were fought against barbarous Asiatics or AfiHicans, 
at the extremities of the world, when the chief 
end of a soldier's life seemed listless inactivity or 
vicioTis amusement, we did not perhaps sufficiently 
realise the truth that our whole life should be a 
continual war&re, or estimate the living correctness 
of St Paul's description. But now when every day 
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we inquire with eagerness as to the progress of a 
contest, in which our own friends and brothers 
perhaps are actively engaged, when we read the 
melancholy lists of those who have sacrificed life 
itself for the cause in which they are struggling, we 
have at least the means of appreciating the force of 
a passage which tells us to arm ourselves for the 
spiritual fight, with the whole armour of God. It 
may, perhaps, by His blessing, be a means of rousing 
us to a keener sense of our work and duty as 
Christian soldiers, if we dwell this morning on some 
points of war, which have lately been brought home 
to tis, and compare them with the chief character- 
istics of a Christian's life. I need hardly say that 
according to the analogy of our Lord's parables, of 
most scriptural comparisons, perhaps of all metar 
phorical writing, we are not to consider that the 
whole course of a soldier resembles the life of a 
Christian, but only certain points in it. Just as our 
Lord compares an earnest Christian to an unjust stew- 
ard, and God Himself to an unjust judge*, because 
in one point there is a resemblance between them ; 
so though a soldier may often be a bad man, yet he 
may still, in certain particulars, furnish us with an 
example. We shall find that the similarity is two- 
fold. First, and most directly, the Christian course 
is illustrated by the spirit in which a soldier per- 

* Luke xvi. 9 ; xviii. 7. 
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forms his duties; secondly, and more metaphori- 
cally, by the helps with which he is strengthened 
and prepared to fulfil the objects placed before him. 
First then, if heroic devotion to an unselfish 
end, carried out with the most entire indififbrenoe 
to privation, to suffering, to danger, and to death, 
forms in its general features the great principle of 
Christianity, we have lately seen illustrations of it 
unsurpassed in the history of human daring, and 
himian endurance. We have read of a general 
afflicted by an incurable disease, in spite of mortal 
agony and exhaustion, leading on his soldiers to 
victory through the hottest battle, when he 
must have fallen fi:om his horse, but for the 
support of his officers actually holding hm upon it. 
Among our own countrymen we have seen men, 
whose age bordered on the seventy years which 
are the usual limit of our earthly pilgrimage, col- 
lecting and rallying their troops half-way up a steep 
j> declivity, while musket shot and cannon balls were 
raining around them, and their comrades fiJling in 
mangled heaps on every side. We have seen every 
peril faced, every obstacle overcome, every purpose 
accomplished, by the indomitable courage, and 
scarcely credible perseverance of men, who were 
ready to do and sufier anything rather than to 
abandon the object which their captain had put 
before them, and to retreat from the enemy, whom 
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he had commanded them to conquer. We need not 
scrutinize too closely the motives and principles 
which led them to effect such astonishing results. 
We will not inquire whether patriotism, or the fear 
of disgrace, or the instinct of obedience, or the desire 
of glory, or a simple sense of duty was predominant 
in the minds of each. Probably no one could give 
an exact analysis of his feelings under such cir- 
cumstances. There is only one motive which we 
will at once exclude from all claims to the chief or 
most important place among them, because if that 
were the prevailing one, the comparison between a 
battle-field and the Christian's struggle would lose 
all its force and reality. A soldier is not retained 
at his post by mere excitement. This no doubt 
greatly helps his efforts in the actual conflict, but 
through a large part of his service, €here is nothing 
to excite, but rather everything to check his en-» 
thusiasm. We have hitherto only viewed him 
fording the river, and scaling the hill in the fece of 
the enemy, but now turn for a moment to the pre- 
liminaries of the battle, and remember how very 
small a portion of a campaign is occupied by actual 
fighting. Think of the long nights of weary 
watching, through cold, and wet, and sickness, the 
sudden change in some cases from the height of 
luxury to the severest hardship, the thousand ills 
of climate, the long delays, the frequent necessity of 
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mere passive endurance, of sufficing when doing 
seems possible ; think of those memorable words, 
almost sublime in their simplicity, that cholera pwr- 
8u>ed the soldiers to the very battle-afield*, and then 
consider whether mere excitement dan account for 
the whole result, even though it has doubtless con- 
tributed to some particular successes. 

And now, brethren, what do I wish that we 
should all learn from dwelling on this subject at a 
time and place so unusual? First I wish that every 
one here present should encourage within himself 
some such reflections as these. We know that our 
countrymen, in some cases our Mends, and nearest 
relatives, are enduring the very extremity of hard- 
ship and danger, that some have actually sacrificed 
their lives in pursuance of an object in which they 
have no personsZl individual concern, they are bidden 
to do so by those whom they are bound to obey, 
because they have been placed by God's Providence 
in a particular calling, because in fact such endu- 
rance is their duty. While they are thus struggling 

* Lord Baglan's Despatch to the Duke of Newcastle, Sept. 
^3} ^854* ''When it is considered that [the troops] have 
suffered severely from sickness during the last two months, 
that since they landed in the Crimea they have been exposed 
to the extremes of wet, cold, and heat ; that the daily toil to 
provide themselves with water has been excessive ; and that 
they have been pursued by cholera to the very battle-field ; I 
do not go beyond the truth in declaring that they merit the 
highest commendation." 
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and suffering &r from their friends and from their 
home, we are Hving here surrounded by many com- 
forts, free from pressing anxiety, in health, in 
strength, in ease, in enjoyment. Are we then dis- 
charging the special duties which €k>d has assigned 
to us, are we doing our work with energy, with 
zeal, with patience, with enthusiasm? And here we 
may well go a little more closely into detail First 
let me remind you of a truth which has been 
often said before in Sermons addressed to school- 
boys, but which the present comparison may bring 
home to us with additional force. The peculiar 
business and duty of a schoolboy, that which 
answers to courage in a soldier, consists in industry 
and mental improvement. You are placed here to 
study, just as a soldier is sent to the East to fight. 
Yet how differently is the special work of these two 
callings regarded Cowardice is looked upon in the 
army as the deepest ignominy; idleness is considered 
at school as natural, and excusable, sometimes even it 
is encouraged and admired. Now this is a fault and 
a folly absolutely peculiar to schools. There is no 
other society where a person is considered justified 
in disregarding the particular work of his profession. 
A clergyman who neglects his parish, is universally 
condemned Even you yourselves would strongly 
object to any master, who should take no pains in 
your education, give careless and lifeless lessons, 
show no interest in his work, and in your improve- 

D 
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ment. We know that a coward in the army is an 
outcast from society. Let this then be the first 
point impressed upon our hearts by the comparison 
which we are now making. Learn to estimate 
rightly the supreme importance of doing your 
special work carefully and welL Give industry its 
proper place in the scale of those duties which God 
has assigned to you. I am not saying, that it is the 
chief of all duties, I do not mean that the culture 
of the intellect is to be preferred to the discipline of 
our immortal spirits, and the task of conforming the 
disposition and character to the likeness of Chiist 
But I do say that it is the peculiar task and duty of 
this place; that the very first thing which you ought 
to learn, from admiring the wonderful heroism of 
those who are now fighting and dying for their 
country, is to perform with energy and devotion 
the special work for which God in His Proyidenoe 
has placed you here. 

But this is merely a particular and local applicsr- 
tion of the analogy which we are considering, and 
one which applies almost exclusively to the younger 
part of this congregation. It is no doubt quite true 
that we who are engaged in the work of our man- 
hood are constantly overcome by the temptation of 
doing it imperfectly, indolently, with only half our 
hearts, and half our energies. But the difference is, 
that you think so lightly of the sin of neglecting 
your work, whereas men at least do not admire each 
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other for such a &ult. On the contrary, any one 
who is liable to the charge is anxious to conceal, to 
deny, if not to overcome the tendency. But now 
let us take a more general view of the subject, and 
consider how much would be done for this place, 
how much for individual character, how much for 
the improvement, the sanctification, the everlasting 
salvation of every one who belongs to it, if even a 
small number of us were possessed with a real 
enthusiastic devotion to the highest wel&re of the 
school. Suppose that each one of us brought into 
his daily work, his daily intercourse with those 
around him, his daily efforts after his own personal 
improvement, one tenth part of the heroic energy, 
the wiUing self-sacrifice, the indomitable perseve- 
rance of those whose deeds are in one particular 
point the model for our own. How different is 
the spirit which planted the flags of France and 
England on the heights of Alma, from the self- 
seeking and self-pleasing, which is so prevalent 
among us here. It is surely most lamentable to 
think how Mthless we are in our practice to the 
principles which we advocate in theory, to the 
truths in which we profess ourselves to be firm 
believers. For we should think it as unjust if any 
one were to accuse us of denying the great truths of 
religion, as if a man were to charge our countrymen 
in the East with indifference to their own duty, 
and the honour of England. We acknowledge in 

D 2 
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words that holiness is the highest aim of all who 
call themselves Christians. We allow that the most 
exalted object of life is to improve ourselves, and 
those about us. We admit that Christ has died to 
deliver us from sin, that He now lives in heaven 
to help us hj His Spirit, that He will return again 
to inquire whether we have chosen good or evil, 
and in what spirit we have lived. Yet surely in 
spite of aU this, we are constantly prevented from 
doing what we know to be right, by the hope of 
some frivolous and transient enjoyment. Let each 
ask himself how often during the last week he has 
sacrificed some plain duty to his dislike of trouble, 
or to the influence of some friend and companion, 
or to a false and low standard of public opinion, 
or to the attraction of some selfish personal enjoy- 
ment. And yet only think what would become of 
the reputation, even the safety of our country, if 
those who are fighting our battles, were deliberately 
to prefer some present gratification to the task 
which they are sent to accomplish. Why is it that 
we aU admire, and applaud the influence of duty in 
the one case, and so completely set it at nought in 
the other ] 

Perhaps this question may be partly answered 
by the second point of resemblance between 
the work of a soldier, and the work of a C&uis- 
tian. We have seen that human warfare il- 
lustrates the spiritual conflict by the enetgy. 
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the devotion, the enthusiasm, the patience, the 
perseveranoe, the obedience, the undoubting hope 
of victory with which a brave army triumphs 
over their enemies; but besides this, we must 
remember that we do not go out to battle unaided 
and alone, we have also a Leader to whose service 
we are pledged, helps, defences and weapons, with 
which we are to repel our foes. Early Christian 
writers delighted to carry out the comparison of 
the text; as aU human life was a milUia ChrisH, 
a campaign against sin, in which Christ leads his 
followers to victory, so in the public profession of 
the Christian faith, they saw the tessera or watch- 
word, or Efymbol of their union into His army ; in 
the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, 
the military oath by which they originally devoted 
themselves to His service, and by which their 
pledge was continually renewed; their prayers 
were the st<Uiones or watches by which the Christian 
camp was guarded, and all unlocked for attacks of 
the evil one repelled; heaven wsa the kingdom 
to be won ; eternal happiness was the garland of 
victory. Now this imagery will suggest thoughis 
which will complete the subject. Do we really use 
aright those helpsi do we encourage in our hearts 
that living &ith, which teaches us that our life is 
to be a struggle against temptation, a battle with 
sin, a continued warfare against the enemies of Qod, 
and of our own souls? The devotion and courage 
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of an earthly soldier is warmed by confidence in 
Ids general, by a firm belief that he is supplied with 
aU material helps for the struggle before him, by a 
conTiction that the end proposed is great and 
worthy of his best and most heroic efforts. And so 
my brethren, it ought to be with us. We surely 
cannot feel distrust in Christ, who died for us. We 
must have sometimes learned by our own experience 
that prayer to Gk>d through Him does really protect 
us against sin. Our attendance at His table cannot 
have been always a lifeless ceremony, it has surely 
kindled our devotion, and supplied us with strength 
against temptation. The promise of eternal life 
with God and Christ is not a prize lightly to throw 
away. And therefore let me urge you all to abrinTr 
from that spirit of self-indulgence and self-pleas- 
ing, which destroys the sense of Christian duty 
within you, to pray that we may feel all more 
deeply the importance of the work to which God 
has called us, that we may learn fix>m earthly 
warfare, how our heavenly contest must be wa^ed, 
that we may realise more and more keenly the 
meaning of those words in which we were devoted 
to Chrkt in our Baptism, that we should not be 
ashamed of the Faith of Christ crucified, huJt maTi- 
fvUyfi^ht under His barmery and continue Christ^s 
faiikfid soldiers and serva/nts vMo ou/r lives^ end. 

OOober 22, 1854. 



IV. THE SHIELD OP FAITH. 



Ephesians yL 16. 

Above aU, talking the ehidd of fadth, wherewith ye shall he able 
to quench aU the fiery darts of the wicked. 

Two Sundays ago I tried to illustrate the work of a 
Christiaii by the profession of a soldier, and taking 
my text from an earlier verse in this chapter, I con- 
trasted the strong sense of duty and energetic work 
which animates the one, with the inactiyity and 
indifference which we observe only too often in the 
other. I do not wish to-day so much to continue 
the subject, a^i to suggest an answer to a question 
which occurred at the end of the Sermon, and was 
then only imperfectly considered. We were led to 
inquire into the reason of the different spirit in 
which earthly and heavenly war&re are respectively 
carried on. Why should a man be so much more 
in earnest in attacking the enemies of his country, 
than in resisting the corruption of his character and 
the ruin of his soul ) Why should a soldier be 
faithful, stead&st, heroic; a professing Christian 
irresolute and treacherous to the bamier under which 
he is enrolled ? 
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The answer to this question well deserves a deep 
and attentive consideration. We shall find that it 
is intimately connected with the Terse which I have 
just read to you, the direction to quench the darts 
of the wicked by the shield of faitL That verse is 
part of St Paul's description of the Christian's 
armour, on which was founded the analogy drawn 
between his calling and that of the soldier. Some 
few words of explanation on matters of detail may 
be necessary before we apply it to our present pur- 
pose. The Christian is here represented as attacked 
by the evil one : for those who have read the Greek 
will remember that the wicked is in the singular 
number. He is in a beleaguered camp or fortress 
which he is defending against the assaults of the 
devil's legions. The enemy is furnished according 
to the &shion of the day with fiery darts, such as 
were commonly used in sieges: fnaUeoli2Jid.f(daa%c{B* 
are the Latin words for them, of which the first were 
ponderous hammers, and the latter spears, so formed 
that the head was capable of canying blazing pitch 
and tow. These when set on fire were projected into 

* Cic. Cat. I. 13 : DesiDant...malleolos et faces ad inflam- 
xnandam urbem comparare. Liv. xxi. 8 : Falarica erat Sa* 
guntiniB, xniBsile telum hastili abiegno, et csetera tereti, pne- 
terquam ad extremum, unde ferrum exstabat ; id sicut in pilo, 
quadratum stupp& circumligabant, liniebantque pice. Fala 
was the wooden tower or scaffolding from which falarica 
were thrown. 
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houses and other buildings so as to produce a gene- 
ral conflagration in the devoted city, and thus it 
became hard for the defenders to man the walls. 
Against these terrible missiles the only protection 
to the person of the soldier was in the large Eoman 
shield^ or ncuiMm^ which was adapted to the shape of 
the human body, encircling and coyering it, so as to 
complete the defence afforded by the other parts of 
the armour, and to be added above or rather over 
alL We cannot doubt that by these darts are par- 
ticularly meant wicked thoughts and suggestions of 
the devil, which suddenly attack the soul, inflaming 
its passions and desires, and bringing it into bond- 
age to selfishness and sin, and we learn from the 
verse before us that the true safeguard against 
them, the one protection without which no others 
can be relied upon, is faith. 

Now this brings us back to the question why it 
is that we are so apt to yield to temptation, and 
why do evil thoughts exercise over us so shameful 
a mastery % Surely this should lead each one to ask 
himself whether he is in truth protected by the shield 
of faitL Perhaps he does desire to resist his evil 
inclinations. He may be tired of the slavery in 
which he is living, he may see that those who do 
carry on an earnest struggle are rewarded by vic- 
tory, he knows that there are in the world many 
devoted soldiers in the spiritual army, who are 
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really doing their duty both to Gk>d and man. Now 
dropping aJl metaphors, and bringing the subject 
down to the practical concerns of our own souls 
and the improyement of our own characters, what 
the Apostle teaches us is this : We cannot expect to 
resist temptation successAilly and permanently from 
any motive except the highest and best. Above aU, 
he says, Uike the shield of faWt, Other defences 
may serve you in particular points, but this protec- 
tion covers every weak point. The love of truth may 
save you from some temptations : a sense of justice 
may defend you from others : a knowledge of God's 
word, the Gospel of peace, may often remind you of 
your duty : the hope of salvation may encourage yoa 
in the service of God*. But even hope may some- 
times waver : the Bible may be more in your head 
than your heart : the love of truth and justice may 
save you from &lsehood and dishonour, but leave 
you proud, selfish, indolent, cold-hearted. He who 
has fEuth possesses the principle which supplies sure 
confidence to hesitating hope, which makes the 
knowledge of Scripture a guide to our daily con- 

* Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness, and your feet 
shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace, and take the 
helmet of Salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God. In i Thess. v. 8, the helmet is not Salvation, 
bitt the hope of it. Righteousness (diKaioff^) seems here 
not to mean justification, but the virtue of justice. 
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duct, which fills up the imperfect service of jus- 
tice and trutL And therefore the shield of 
fidth as covering all, is the one defence which 
we must seek from Gk>d : Mth is the one motive 
and principle with which our hearts must be 
animated; and as long as we profess to regulate 
our conduct hj any inferior standard, we cannot 
be Grod's true soldiers : there is no other security 
for real activity, energy, and heroism in the great 
work to which we are called of improving our own 
lives and doing good to those around us. Now when 
we come to apply these principles to the case of 
any mixed society, and especially to such a society 
as surroimds us here, we are at once met with the 
obvious fa/cty that though many other motives for 
exertion and standards of goodness are set up, yet 
that there are few who really use this shield of 
faith, which alone can quench aU the fiery darts of 
the wicked one, against which the temptations of 
evil thoughts and desires fall absolutely powerless. 
Perhaps the most common principle, to which the 
better class of boys in a school like this are inclined 
to trust, is that of gentlemanly feeling. We con- 
stantly hear it said that such and such an action is 
tmgentlenuinlt/, they put this forward as their rea- 
son for abstaining from certain conduct, so that on 
the whole I doubt whether any word is so com- 
monly used in a school to express moral disappro- 
bation. Kow I am far from saying that we should 
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undervalue and set at nought such a motive as this, 
(xentlemanlj conduct is of course essential to the 
well-being of eveiy school ; if this is wanting among 
the majority of the boys, a school had much better 
perish altogether. We feel the deepest regret and 
Beverert mdignation at any transaction which indi- 
cates the want of it ; we welcome as a clear gain 
any signs of its increasa But the very &ct that it 
is so necessary a basis for the moral superstructure, 
that it relieves us of so many difficulties, and puts 
a stop to so many outward and obvious breaches of 
right principle, makes it necessary to take heed lest 
we be contented with it, lest we forget that as a 
principle it is essentially imperfect. Without going 
into very minute details on this subject, I think 
that I shall be doing you some service by showing 
that gentlemanly feeling cannot be trusted as a mo- 
tive for action, because it is (i) shifting and unstable, 
(2) entirely personal, (3) contented with what is im- 
perfect and external There is indeed one possible 
meaning of the word gentlema/nly to which these re- 
marks do not altogether apply: we can imagine it used 
in a high ideal sense, in which it comprehends all 
lofty and chivalrous feeling, and iu dudes most of the 
graces which adorn the Christian character. Bat 
this is not its ordinary application, and we will no^w 
consider it, not as it might be regarded in theory, 
but as it is commonly used in practice. 

(i) The standard of gentlemanly feeling is 
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Shifting and uncertain. Some years a^ many vices 
were not thought inconsistent with it, which now 
it happily repudiates. Head any memoirs contain- 
ing an account of the state of society in the last 
century among the highest classes, ask your fa- 
thers about practices tolerated in the days of their 
youth, and you will find that the standard of gen- 
tlemady feeling has been contm«aUy ri8ing. For 
example, drinking and swearing, now generaUy ban- 
ished £rom decent society, were then literally con- 
sidered signs of fine spirit and good fellowship. But 
a standard which has once been low may easily 
become low again; there are no fixed eternal prin- 
ciples to which it can appeal : at one time it tole- 
rates what at another time it forbids, and there- 
fore he who builds on this foundation, has erected 
his house upon the sand. 

(2) Grentlemanly feeling is entirely personal It 
turns our thoughts in upon ourselves, instead of 
directing them to something higher and better than' 
ourselves. He who makes gentlemanly feeling his 
shield, reasons in some such way as this. Such and 
such conduct is ungentlemanly, and therefore xmfit 
for Tne; it would lower me in the estimation of my 
friends. It would interfere with that refinement 
for which I desire to be distinguished. There are 
people indeed, for whom the charaoter of a gentle- 
man is of little consequence, and who have no 
pretensions to it I am not surprised at misconduct 
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in them ; but I am of a different day, a different 
blood from theirs, and therefore I abstain firom de- 
filement by which they will not be injured. Thus 
I am ever the first object of my own admiration and 
regard, my own taste and good feeling and sense of 
propriety becomes the measure of my conduct. 

(3) It confines itself to what is imperfect and 
can be seen of men. The true well-springs of our 
conduct, the heart, the affections, all that St Paul 
calls the irnier mem, and which he especially desires 
to be renewed and sanctified, are left altogether un- 
cared for and neglected. If even truth, justice, hope, 
and a knowledge of God*s word are imperfect and 
partial principles of action, much more so is gentle- 
manly feeling. A man may be proud, vain, indolent, 
self-indulgent; he may neglect his duty to the poor, 
he may be perfectly useless, a mere incumbrance on 
the earth; he may be unkind to his nearest relations, 
cold-hearted, fidthless in Mendship; he may be 
utterly without the knowledge of God; and yet he 
may not cease to be, in ordinary language, a gentle- 
man. It is quite plain that such a shield as this 
cannot protect us against the fiery darts of the 
wicked. What security does it give for meekness 
and purity, for gentleness under provocation ? what 
protection against impure and uncharitable thoughts? 
what consolation does it afford in the day of mck- 
ness and sorrow t what hope in the hour of death t 
We must reject it utterly as any real defence. We 
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may accept it as one sliglit step on the road of im- 
provement ; we may deeply deplore and condemn 
its absence ; we may even allow tliat as the moral 
and spiritual life developes slowly and gradually, 
even as our Lord himself has said jurat the Uade, 
then the ecur, after that the fuU com in the ear, so 
it is necessary that a man or boy should appre- 
ciate and value gentlemanly feeling, in order that 
he may learn at last to base his conduct on duty 
and the love of God. But we must constantly urge 
hiTn to rise above this questionable standard : we 
must teach him that he is required to press on to 
perfection. He must never be contented, till he 
regards life from another point of view ; till he 
comes to HhrinTr from an action because it is ungen- 
tlemanly, and begins to fear it because it is wrong, 
and to hate it because it is opposed to the will and 
the example of Christ. 

I have dwelt at some length on this shield of 
gentlemanly feeling, not because it is the only one 
with which persons are apt to arm themselves, but 
because it is the one most commonly adopted here. 
Education, morality, civilization, an amiable dispo- 
sition, have all in their turn been adopted as the 
armour with which we are to do battle against 
temptation. No doubt, all of these are greatly to be 
valued as helps and accessories in the conflict, but 
all ore alike unfit to protect the whole man ; none 
can be safely adopted as the shield which, over all 
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and oovering all, will quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked The only true safeguard is the shield 
of fidth : and having now shown why that defence 
which boys at school most conunonly adopt wiU foil 
them, let me paj3s over the consideration of other 
pretended defences, and explain why the shield of 
fidth is a full and perfect protection, and why, if 
you are once enabled by God's blessing to arm your- 
selTes with this, you certainly will conquer your 
enemies, and escape unharmed while the flames of 
temptation are blazing aroimd you, and destroying 
too many who put their trust in armour of man's 
devising, instead of clothing themselves in that 
spiritual panoply with which they are furnished by 
God. Now when we speak of fdth, we mean of 
course as St Paul did, Christian fidtL For though 
it is abundantly clear that even before Christ came, a 
fidth in duty, or in some high and unselfish principle, 
was the mainspring of every really heroic action ; 
and though nothing truly good and great has ever 
been accomplished by any one except under the 
influence of faith in things unseen and hoped for, 
yet we need not dwell on inferior objects of &ith, 
when we are called to that fdth which animates 
and defends the Christian. 

It would be impossible at the end of a sermon to 
enter fiilly into the objects and principles of Chris- 
tian faith ; and indeed they are familiar to all who 
ever reflect on the subjects which most deeply and 



THE SHIELD OF FAITH. 49 

intimately ooncem them. I will only ask 7011 to 
consider how every one of those deficiencies which 
we haye noticed in the case of gentlemanly feeling, 
vanish altogether when we substitute for it the con- 
straining motives of Christian principle. Christian 
faith is not variable or unstable j for there is one Life 
revealed to us, the manifestation of God in Christ, 
which is a sure and safe standard for our conduct, 
a standard which can never be raised or lowered, 
which is independent of time, and place, and custom, 
which is eternal and immutable, like Him who in 
it revealed to us the truth and purity of God. Nor 
is it personal; for the very essence of Christian 
fidth is to carry us out of ourselves and unite us to 
Christ, to bid us rest in Him our hopes, and to seek 
from Him strength in our struggles; to feel that 
in themselves all men alike are nothing, weak, 
helpless, prone to evil, but that through TTim they 
are all made partakers in the righteousness of God. 
Thus it casts down all vain thoughts and proud 
imaginations, teaching us to look for salvation, not 
to ourselves, but to Christ ; to believe that after we 
have done all that He has commanded us, we are 
still tmprofiuMe servcmts, who h(we (ndy done what 
it was our drily to do. Above all^ Christian £uth is 
not imperfect or merely outward. You know how 
Christ blames those who only make deem the outside 
of the cup and of the j)Uuter; how He tells us that 

E 
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from the heart proceeds all which really deJUea the 
man; how He bids us he perfect even <za owr FaJtker 
in Hetwen is perfect. So then in all these three 
points, in fixity and imohangeableness, in the power 
of withdrawing us from ouraelvee and any conmde.^ 
tion of our own importance, in absolute and entire 
perfection, Christianity is the one principle which 
satisfies the soul of him who is seeking after holi- 
ness, the all-protecting shield which wards off every 
temptation. Now, my brethren, I have drawn this 
contrast between what is perfect and what is imper- 
fect, between the foundation of sure rock, and of 
shifting and deceitful sand. I entreat you to use 
this contrast for your own practical guidance and 
lasting good. Without attaching too much import- 
ance to our ordinary language, I do think that the 
habit of always regarding an action as ungentle- 
manly, may lead us to forget the iBX deeper truth 
that it is Wrong. You may be satisfied with an 
imperfect standard, an insufficient motive, a weak 
and faulty prindpla If we are baptized Christians, 
I cannot see that even in word we i^ould be 
ashamed to confess it, but whatever we do in word, 
^ I vam - quite sure that in thought and feeling ^we 
should allow no teacher, no helper to interfere with 
our individual allegiance to Jesus Christ, who is 
alone the Captain of our salvation. We should 
make Him the centre of our hopes and struggles ; 
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our prayers to God througli Him should guide us 
not only in solemn times and seasons, but they 
should arm us against every temptation, small and 
great, and help us to perform every duty as in His 
sight, and from our faith in Him as our Saviour. 

November 5, 1854. 
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V. WINTER RETROSPECT. 
Matthew xvl 2, 3. 

When it is evening, ye say, It mU he fair weather: for the sty 

is red. And in the morning. It will be foul loeather to-day: 

for the shy is red and Unoring, ye hypocrites, ye can 

discern thefa^ie of the sky; btst can ye not discern the tigns 

of the times? 

Comparing the passage before us with the descrip- 
tion of the same events in the 8th chapter of St 
Mark, we may venture to picture to ourselves the 
scene in the midst of which our Lord thus rebuked 
the Pharisees. We may conjecture that the time 
was evening, for in the earlier part of the day He 
had been occupied by the miracle of the loaves and 
fishes, and after this, straightway, as St Mark tells 
us, Jesus had taken ship, and come into the parts of 
Dalmanutha, a village close to the Magdala men- 
tioned by St Matthew. The day therefore must have 
been far spent, when, as He stood there with His 
disciples, and watched the glow of sunset over the 
Western moimtains, the Pharisees and Sadducees 
came up to Him, and according to their wont 
demanded a sign firom heaven, in support of Hiw 
claims. In words of indignant sorrow, sighing 
deeply in His Spirit, according to one Evangelist, 
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rebuking their hypocrisy, as we read in the other, 
He contrasted their keen discernment of the natural 
signs of storm and sunshine, with their blindness 
to the prognostics of the moral atmosphera They 
could tell that the ruddy evening sky would be 
followed by a bright day, or that dark red clouds 
hanging round the rising sun were the preliminaries 
of wind and rain. But they refused to read the 
signs of that coming storm which was so soon to 
shake terriUy the ewrth, and which were furnished 
by the fulfilment of prophecy, the works which 
Jesus did in the midst of them, the wants, the 
longings, the restless anticipations of their own 
nation, and of the Gentiles. The sceptre had de- 
parted from Judah, and no lawgiver came forth from 
between his feet ; yet they would not believe that 
Shiloh was among them. The messenger had been 
sent in the spirit and power of Elias, declaring that 
he was come to prepare the way of the Lord ; but 
they rejected the Lamb of God, whom he preached 
as taking away the sin of the world. The blind 
received their sight, and the lame walked, the lepers 
were cleansed, the deaf heard, the dead were raised 
up, to the poor the Gospel was preached ; yet they 
refrised to acknowledge the power of Him, by whom 
these works were done. The very heathen around 
them were longing for a Deliverer from the chaos 
into which all human thoughts and institutions had 
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fidlfidi; their own people were pressing them with 
questions and difficulties which they could not 
flolve, and aaking them how they might he £reed 
from the burthen of a guilty conscienoe; yet they 
still went on discerning the &ce of the sky and 
of the earth, but wilfully unable to discern the 
signsof the times. 

And this &ult of moral blindness, arising either 
from heedlessness or obstinacy, was characteristic of 
the Jews in all ages, and is a danger to which we 
ourselyes are liable. In the earlier times of their 
history, they refused to listen to the voice of the 
prophets who rose up to reform and rebuke them, 
just as now they stopped their ears to the teaching 
of Christ Their periods of servitude to Midianites, 
Ammonites, Philistines; the partition of the nation 
into the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah, the 
great captivity of the one xmder Shabnaneser, of the 
other to Nebuchadnezzar, were all clearly fore- 
shadowed by aiffns of the times, no less certain than 
those which now predicted the final overthrow of 
their institutions. And so too there are ever signs 
of the times around us, to which we must not be 
bHnd, unless we -would fall into destruction like 
theirs; we, no less than they, are always liable to 
live on in a lazy contented existence, having regard 
to the natural changes of day and night, sonuner 
and winter, youth and age, but connecting neither 



WINTER KETBOSPECn!. 55 

them, nor any other warnings which occur amongst 
uSy with that true faith in God, which may change 
the common occurrence of our liyes into signs fix)m 
heaven. 

And now, brethren, let us turn from the par* 
ticular scene described in our text to one nearer 
home. Let us no longer regard our Lord, as 
rebuking the Pharisees on the shores of the lake 
of Galilee, but as addressing His warning voice to us 
assembled here, and asking us whether we open our 
hearts to understand, and bend our wills to act upon 
the signs of the times in which we live. 

Of the general characteristics of this our age, I 
will chiefly dwell on one, which is most directly 
applicable to ourselves. The time in which we have 
been bom may have many faults and drawbacks, 
but it has one great advantage. There certainly is 
increasing among men year by year a deep and 
growing conviction, that God has placed them in 
this world for real and worthy purposes, not that 
they may lead careless lives to please themselves 
and seek their own advantage, but that they may do 
some good in their generation, that each in his own 
sphere may cany on that work which Christ Him- 
self begun, and which His Spirit is ever helping His 
servants to continue, the work of diminiflhing miseiy 
and sin, of living in a serious and earnest spirit, for 
duty rather than for enjoyment. Now this sign of 
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the times, brought home to us whenever we meet 
any one who holds these convictions firmly, and 
tries to act upon them, has also been speciaJly 
pressed upon us by the events which have Inarked 
the weeks since we were last assembled in this 
place. First, a thoughtful view of life, a conviction 
that we Tfhust work while it is day, for the nigkt 
Cometh, when no man ca/n work, should have been 
impressed upon us by the ordinary feelings connect- 
ed with the month which is just concluded. For 
since we were together here another year has 
passed away, bearing with it to the judgment-seat 
of God all the sins and shortcomings with which 
we defiled it; a new year has opened to us fresh 
opportunities of amendment. Again, the more 
particular form which the flight of time assumes 
in our case, the cessation* of a period lawftdly 
devoted to rest and leisure, the beginning of one 
which is to be spent in work, and in the real 
business of our lives, is a sign which must teach 
us the same lesson, of living for a higher and 
holier purpose than our own gratification. But, 
yet once more, the holidays now over have been 
imlike other holidays, they have been marked by 
public hopes, fears, calamities, sorrows and excite- 
ments, which the very yoimgest among us must 
have shared; the occupations and interests of our 

* Preached on the first Sunday of the half-year. 
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indiyidual lives have been almost lost and absorbed 
in the dangers and anxieties of our country. Had 
the hoHdays merely been distinguished by ordinary 
poHtical changes, by rivalry among our statesmen, 
discussions in our parliament, alterations in our 
laws, such events, in reference to the distant future, 
might have been no less important than those which 
have actually occurred, but would not have been of 
such general, such pervading interest : they would 
not have fixed the attention of every one here, from 
the oldest to the youngest; they could not have 
formed a fit subject for remark in this place, they 
would not have placed before us signs of the times, 
written in characters so distinct, so immistakeable, 
so directly applicable to ourselves. 

In the first place, the mere knowledge that 
thousands of our countrymen, while performing 
faithfully the duties of that position which God has 
assigned them, are now suffering the extremity of 
hardship, of pain, of sickness, may well teach us 
practically and impressively the sin of living to 
please ourselves alone. It is a great truth that we 
must not only act, but suffer in obedience to duty. 
And surely when we contrast the Christmas which 
we have enjoyed in our several homes, in the midst 
of every comfort, cheered by the affection of those 
who love us best, with the dreary cold, and pro- 
longed misery of that inhospitable shore, where our 
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oountiymeii have spent it, when we think of the 
regrets, the doubts, the vexation, the despair which 
must there have oppressed the bravest hearts, we 
may well be filled with shame and sorrow at the 
thought of our reckless ingratitude to God, whoh as 
crowned us so abimdantly with mercy and loving- 
kindness. What must we say to the trifling 
difficulties which are often allowed to prevent us 
from performing our most positive duties, the 
dissatisfaction in which we indulge, and the com- 
plaints which we utter if everything around us is 
not perfectly smooth and easy, if the very least of 
the conveniences to which we are accustomed is 
even by unavoidable accident suspended or with- 
drawn? Yet the narratives which have filled the 
newspapers for the last two months, have not 
merely taught us the duty of patient suffering. 
They have shown us how neoessajy it is for every 
one to be thoughtful, active, energetic, prepared to 
wrestle with difficulties, able to use the best gifts of 
the understanding, and the most unselfish feelings of 
the heart, in the great work of helping the weak, 
encouraging those who are failing from weariness 
and baffled hope, bringing to bear on all his work 
the best resources of skill, and wisdom, and ex- 
perience. They have given a new sanction to the 
vigorous training of the body, as well as of the mind, 
showing that corporeal strength and intellectual 
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acuteness are alike talents which may miniBter 
to Gkxi's glory, since by them we may relieve 
distress, and put down evil, and teach men to be 
ashamed of a useless, inactive, selfish existence, and 
prove that it should ever be their first consi- 
deration, how they may best perform every duty 
which they imdertaka They have taught us too 
the sin and danger of undertsLkJng, for our own 
advantage, work for which we are unfitted or 
unprepared, and of sacrificing public to private 
interests ; they espedaUy warn the young to ex- 
pect a stem and rigid inquiry into the fitness of 
every one among them to perform any work to 
which he may hereafter be called. Thus it is 
not vain to hope that our present troubles will 
strengthen the dominion of justice and right among 
men, and so far aid in the development, and prepare 
the way in some degree for the perfect manifestation 
of the kingdom of God. Surely in all these respects 
they are signs of the times, and contain lessons of 
infinite value written for us by the finger of God : 
teaching us to be thoughtful for others and forgetful 
of ourselves, to love one another as brethren, to 
serve God according to His will, either by suffering 
or by doing, to maintain at all times a serious and 
a thoughtful spirit, to make light of difficulties and 
annoyances, to take a truer and more religious view 
of our ordinary duties. But the events to which 
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I am referring may teach us yet more definite 
lessons than these. It is impossible not to be 
struck by one consequence of the war in which we 
are now engaged, its direct bearing on the future 
destiny of many who now hear ma Hardly a week 
passes in which we do not receive letters, showing 
that not one or two only, but many among you, 
are likely to be employed in some way or other, 
either in the fleet or army of our oountiy ; that some 
of you may be called upon actually to join those who 
at this very moment are the objects of so much 
sympathy, to assist their efforts, to share their 
sufferings and their dangers, perhaps to help them 
by the sacrifice of your lives. Others may hereafter 
be summoned to tasks and perils of a similar cha- 
racter. Now surely this thought addresses us in 
language most plain and practical Not only does 
it remind us that those who learn to do their duty 
here in small things, will be most likely to perform 
it there in great things; but it also warns you to 
remember your Saviour in this day of quiet and 
safety, as those who may soon be standing in the 
peril of death, and called to pass through it to 
the actual presence of God For in speaking and 
thinking of the glories of war, we are apt to regard 
it in some degree £rom the old pagan rather than 
the Christian point of view : hurried away by our 
admiration for those who &11 for their ootintry^ 
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we forget that to them as well as to all others, 
after death cometh the judgment, and that from 
this judgment no amount of valour, of self-devotion, 
or heroic virtue can avail to deliver them. Doubt- 
less if any of ns shoidd be called to bear the sorrow 
of losing Mends or kinsmen in this fearful struggle, 
onr only true comfort is to leave them in the hands 
of Him, who alone knows what is in man, who, 
for His Son's sake, in judgment remembers mercy, 
and who, we are quite sure, will deal with them 
as is right. Yet we must not forget that for him 
who dies suddenly on the distant battle-field, and 
for him who breathes out his soul peacefully at 
home, surrounded by the love of Mends, and the 
consolations of Christ's Church, there is one duty, 
one sacrifice, one hope ; the duty of repentance and 
sorrow for sin, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who 
died upon the cross, the hope that through Him 
and Him alone, the kingdom of heaven is opened to 
all believers. And certainly it has been most 
striking and refreshing to hear of proofs that in 
the hour of danger such thoughts have not been 
wanting, but that in the midst of din and carnage, 
and excited passion, the remembrance of Christ has 
been brought home to many hearts by the Spirit of 
GkxL Only let it be an additional motive to en- 
courage such thoughts now, that you will so sorely 
need them then; remember that he who tries to 
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love Ghriat in the day of peace and safety, is most 
sure to be helped and comforted by Christ in the 
time of necessity. 

But the signs of the times do not confine their 
warnings to those who are likely to take a direct 
part in events which will make this new year 
either glorious or disastrous in the history of onr 
countiy. Sometimes, when we who are remaining 
here in our homes read these gloomy tales of suf- 
fering, we are inclined to ask whether we can do 
nothing to alleviate it, whether it is right to sit still 
with folded hands, while our Mends and brethren 
are struggling and dying in a cause which is no less 
ours than theirs ? Such doubts and questionings are 
not xmcommon ; they were lately put to me in a 
letter &om one who not long since was one of 
yourselves. Yet surely they admit of an easy 
answer. We can, no doubt, help our brethren 
directly by self-denial, by giving of our abundance 
to supply their needs, by praying for God's blessing 
on their bodies and their souls. But no less sorely 
can we help them and our country by the quiet 
and conscientious performance of the duty, whatever 
it be, which Gknl has assigned us: by wainfAiTiiTig 
in this place, and in every other society with which 
we are connected, a high and Christian spirit of 
devotion to every good work, and so raising up 
a generation of Englishmen who shall serve €k>d 
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worthily and reverently, and thus, wherever they are, 
and to whatever duties called, go forth in the sure 
and certain hope of His blessing on their labours. 
Thus then discerning the signs of the times, 
and learning lessons like these from all that we 
have lately seen and heard, let us bedm this new 
half year with the firm detlrmination^at, by the 
help of God's Spirit given to our prayers, we will 
make this school better, holier, more Christian than 
it has ever yet been ; that no one here shall suffer 
either in body or in soid by our unkindness, our 
neglect, our evil example. In school, on Wednes- 
day, I called your attention to the number of 
boys who are now for the first time aniongst us, 
and I spoke of the sin of persuading or forcing 
them to do anything which is forbidden. Let me 
now urge upon you more generally, to avoid in- 
juring them in any way, by your influence or 
example ; let them feel that they have come to a 
school where God is feared, and His commands 
obeyed, and let them discern as one of the happiest 
and most blessed signs of this our day, that they 
are not hindered but helped in their efforts to do 
light, and are members of a society which, not 
in name only, but in deed and truth, is consecrated 
through Christ to God 

Febrwvry ix, 1855. 



VI. THE SECOND FAST DAY. 
Luke xviii. 9. 

JttiViM 8pdke this parahle unto certain which trusted in themadvef 
ihaJt they voere righteoui, and despised others. 

These words effectually refute the opinion, sanctioned 
to some extent evenby so great a writer as Augustine*, 
tliat in the parable which they introduce, our Lord 
meant to set forth the rejection of the Jew, in his 
censure of the Pharisee, and the acceptance of the 
Gentile in the justification of the publican. The prin- 
ciple of interpretation, by which the calling of the 
Grentiles is made the predominant subject in most of 
our Lord's parables, though imdoubtedly often true, 
has been pushed too far, and very frequently prevents 
us from seeing our own faults, and our own need of 
forgiveness, portrayed in those characters and in- 
cidents, which, in that spirit of self satisfaction by 
which we are all so greatly influenced, we imagine 
merely to describe the sins of a particular nation, 
or even sect in a nation, two thousaLd years ago. 
The parable before us is addressed, not to Jews or 
Gentiles as such, but to all, whatever be their 
nation, or creed, or party, who trust in themselves 
* Enarr. in Ps. Ixxxiv. i8. Trench on the Parables, xxix. 
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that they a/re .righteous, <md despise others. This sin 
of self-exaltation, Jesns had observed in some of 
His disciples, and therefore He wished them to see 
their own guilt reflected in the conduct of one of 
those Pharisees, who were the haughtiest and most 
malignant opponents of themselves and theii* Master. 
Those who framed the services appointed for this 
day, have selected this parable, as we have just 
heard, for the Gospel So too they have chosen for 
this evening's second lesson, that great chapter of 
the Epistle to the Komans, in which St Paul warns 
us that we are i/nexcuscMe if we judge others, for 
wherein we judge otherSy toe cond&mm, ov/rsdvesy for 
we ourselves do the same things. We must therefore 
conclude, indeed the whole conception of a day of 
humiliation implies it, that we are intended to 
look into our own hearts, and not merely to confess, 
as we are always bound to do, our individual sins, 
but to consider what share we have had in the sins 
of the nation : to consider whether as a people we 
have shown any tendency to pride, self-righteous- 
neas, undue exultation in our own strength, par- 
ticularly with reference to that national act of war, 
which now so engrosses our thoughts and interests. 
For as in itself war must always be either a positive 
duty or a deadly ton, so unless the spirit in which 
it is carried on, our feelings, hopes, intentions, 
wishes with respect to it, axe such as God blesses 

F 
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and approves, they must, from the Teiy nature of the 
case, be those which He most severely condemna 

It is now just eleven months, since we were 
called together in this Chapel, to invoke His aid 
on the beginning of that eventful struggle, which 
has been continued ever since, with such agitating 
alternations of hope and fear, success and failure, 
brilliant anticipation, and bitter disappointment 
No one can doubt that very much in the observance 
of that day was both edifying and impressive. A 
national confession of Christianity ; a public decla- 
ration that we were about to undertake a solemn 
duty, and desired God's blessing in doing so, that 
while we were ready to sacrifice to a just cause not 
merely our substance, but the life-blood of our best 
and bravest, we still believed that He 18 owr hope 
and ov/r stronghold, the God in whom we trust; 
churches thronged; business suspended; warnings 
from every pulpit against the national sins of 
moneymaking, and luxury, and the pride of wealth : 
all this, if real and heartfelt, was most surely in 
accordance with God's wilL But it is very certain 
that our real disposition is known &r more out of 
church than in it, that we are all apt to have 
one language for Sunday, and for the house of God, 
and solemn times and seasons, while we indulge in 
quite another language on week-days, and in the 
ordinary details of our work and pleasure, and daily 
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occupations. And so, last year^ when we left God's 
house, and the fast day was over, we began to 
talk, just as before, about our splendid armaments, 
our inexhaustible wealth and strength, our irre- 
sistible preparations, the grand spectacle which we 
presented to the nations of Europe, and to indulge 
in the most undoubting confidence of certain and 
immediate triumpL It was once said, by a thought- 
ful observer of the influences which most affect 
national character, that he would gladly leave to 
others the power of making laws for a country, if 
he might compose its ballads and popular poetry. 
In this more prosaic age of ours, it might be truer 
to say that the expression of a nation's mind and 
feelings, is to be sought neither in its laws nor its 
poetry, but in its newspapers. Now we all re- 
member what was the tone of our newspapers all 
through the spring of last year, and therefore what 
was the prevalent feeling among all ranks of society. 
Nothing interfered with the instant humiliation of 
the enemy, except the caution and apathy of the 
government, which talked of prudence and prepara- 
tion, and the duty of providing against unforeseen 
obstacles, and possible checks. The mass of the 
nation was perfectly unanimous in the belief that 
our fleets, our armies, our wealth, our energy, our 
great name, the righteousness of our cause, our 
exclusive care for justice and religion,, were perfectly 

F 2 
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invincibla As if in studied mockery of the flGisting 
and humiliation of which we talked in our public 
professions, the war was inaugurated hj splendid 
banquets, at which in bombastic language, the oon- 
Tiction was expressed that fidlure was impoasibley 
and that after a sharp and short struggle, we should 
triumph both by sea and land. We may indeed 
have been justified in speaking of our cause as that 
of justice, and righteousness, and liberty, and 
civilization, for this I believe it to be, though it 
may well be doubted whether the war would have 
been imdertaken, merely because a powerful state 
had threatened and wronged a weak one, unless 
that aggression had been dangerous to our own 
influence, and our own power; and whether there- 
fore we were really as disinterested as we called 
ourselves. But we were not justified in talking 
as if our own history were wholly unstained by 
injustice and ambition; we forgot that the vast 
empire of India was won less than a century a^, 
by means quite as indefensible as those by which 
Eussia has sought to seize on Turkey. I do not 
mean that the remembrance of our own crimes 
should prevent us now from resisting the wrong- 
doer, but surely while despising and reviling others, 
we must not forget that we have done a like in- 
justice ourselves, an injustice now indeed past 
redress, but nevertheless requiring God's for- 
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giveness, and most certainly imposing on us duties 
to the conquered country, which, we are only be- 
ginning to appreciate, and to discharge. 

In language such as I have described, we con- 
tinued to talk and write during the days of summer 
and autumn, still asserting that nothing could resist 
us, that the enemy's stronghold was doomed, must 
fall in a few days, was actually our own. Now, 
brethren, if we believe at all that God resisteth the 
pr<md, and that the course of history is under the 
guidance of His Providence ; if the prayer which we 
offered and the assertions which we made in our 
services a year ago, and which we have repeated to- 
day, were anything more than a mockery, a delusion, 
and a monstrous display of hypocritical self-right- 
eousness, can we altogether wonder that God has 
checked us in our career of exultation, has reminded 
us that the race is not ahjoaya to the syjift, nor ^ 
battle to the strong, but that there is a deep and real 
meaning in our solemn confession that His foAJbhJvJlr 
ness a/nd Pruth a/re owr shield and bacMer, and that 
He is the God who doeth wonders, a/nd hath decla/red 
His power amumg the people ? 

On the lessons of the last winter, the misery 
which our nearest and dearest Mends have endured, 
their sufferings from pestilence, from famine, from 
cold, from hunger, from battle, from neglect, from 
mismanagement, enough, perhaps more than enough, 
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has been said and written. But have we learned 
anything from all this? Are we, as a people, better, 
wiser, humbler than we were? Is this fast day a 
truer expression of the national mind than the last? 
Time only can show this ; but meanwhile it is well 
to notice any indications of the spirit in which we 
are likely to receive the rebukes or encouragements 
which God's Providence may have in store for us. 
It is now a little more than a fortnight since an 
event occurred, prodigious alike in its importance, 
its awful suddenness, its entire independence of our 
own or any human agency. Few of us can remem- 
ber to have experienced more overwhelming aston- 
ishment than that which we felt, when on the 
morning of the 3rd of March, we were suddenly 
informed of the death of him, in whose indomitable 
will, and iron energy, and untameable resolution, 
and unlimited power, the war had its origin. Then, 
if erer, God's hand was visibly manifested, and hu- 
man calculations utterly baffled. Other great sove- 
reigns, such as Alexander and Charlemagne, have 
died when their work was finished, their empires 
founded, their names established on the basis of im- 
perishable deeds. Others again, like Napoleon, 
have survived their greatness, and died in humilia- 
tion or captivity. But the mighty monarch -who 
was so suddenly removed three weeks ago, fell in 

the veiy crisis of his destiny, before it was decided 
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whether he was to baffle the whole strength of the 
two greatest nations of Europe, or to point one 
more moral of fallen grandeur and deluded ambition. 
His wisdom and power were to his coimtrymen 
worth many armies, so that rarely, since the morning 
when the inhabitants of Jerusalem rose up and be- 
held that the forces of Sennacherib were all dead 
corpses, has there been exhibited more impressively 
and on a larger theatre, the truth of that warning 
of Scripture, Yt know not what shall he on the mor- 
row. Now, how was this great blow received by 
us? We cannot indeed feel either wonder or blame, 
if when one life was suddenly withdrawn on which 
depended thousands and millions of lives, our first 
sensation was a gleam of hope, a belief that one 
chief obstacle was removed to that wished for peace, 
for which to-day we are expressly bidden to pray. 
Yet surely when we reflect on some of the language 
which has been used in reference to this most solemn 
event, and remember that it was not thought inde- 
corous to celebrate it by jests and caricatures, we 
cannot deny that we have added to the sin of pride 
in our own strength, the guilt of unseemly and vin- 
dictive triumph over a Mien enemy. 

No doubt these reflections are humiliating, and 
it is much pleasanter to us to revile our government 
for mismanagement, our generals for incapacity, our 
foes for ambition and treacheiy, than to look into 
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our own conduct, and consider in what respects we, 
the people of England, have wandered from the will 
of God. But our business to-day is not with the 
faults of others, but with our own. Let us then 
consider what we are to learn from the solemnity 
to which we have been called. For surely we must 
learn something for the improvement of our own 
hearts and conduct : we must seek for wisdom for 
the future : we have more to do than merely to 
repent and pray. If we countenance for a moment 
such an unchristian error as to stihstiMUe prayer and 
professions of penitence for good honest work and 
manly endeavour, if we imagine that God will help 
us when we do not try to help ourselves, then indeed 
those who have objected to this day's observances are 
right in condemning them as useless and supersti- 
tious. 'Not again can we look for God's blessing, 
unless we avoid the crowning display of aelf- 
righteousness which we are so apt to make, in 
boasting of a £EUst day as an act meritorious in 
itself, in dilating on the magnificent sight of a 
nation on its knees, and talking as if this "were 
a proof that all true Christian feeling were concen- 
trated in England. For as long as so many physi- 
cal and moral evils remain without a remedy, while 
masses of our poor are left in heathen ignorance 
and vice, while selfishness and a thousand corrupt 
influences daily hinder us from amending what is 
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amiss, while so mud^ of wordliness and low principLB 
is left xmchecked amongst us, so long such language 
is a melancholy instance of trusting in owrsel/vea that 
we a/re righteous cmd despising others, of seeing only 
too plainly the mote in the eye of other nations, and 
remaining blind to the beam that is in our own. 
But, brethren, let us shun these snares : let us . 
rather, in a humble, reverent, and Christian spirit, 
acknowledge our transgressions and shrink &om re- 
peating them : let us ask God to forgive all that He 
has seen in us of presumption, and self-righteousness, 
and carelessness, and formalism : let us pray that He 
will prosper our own earnest efforts to remedy dis- 
order, that He will strengthen our resolutions to 
reward and encourage real merit, while we listen to 
the demands of justice and public interest rather 
than of corrupt partiality and favouritism : that He 
will give us the spirit of active self-denial in helping 
the sick, the wounded, the orphan, and the widow: 
that Hewill bless in all things our devoted endeavour 
to be a Christian nation in reality, as well as in 
nama Then will the calamities which we now 
deplore be turned into blessings ; and this day, as 
bringing home to our hearts these good and holy 
thoughts, as marked by the acceptable offering of 
pious and heartfelt prayers, will be the beginning 
of a real increase in strength and wisdom, and in 
the knowledge and fear of God For remember, 
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brethren, that the Bible, as it furnishes examples 
and warnings for all phases pf human life, gives 
us also a pattern of a powerful nation, under 
a strong and wise government, fearing and loving 
God. Israel in the days of David was not only the 
chosen and peculiar people inheriting the promise of 
the Messiah, but it was also, what we claim to be 
and ought to be, a great and influential nation, 
prosperous at home and triumphant in war. Yet 
David, brave, wise, and active, and a bom ruler of 
men, did not boast of his sword and his bow, but 
placed all his confldence in the hope that God would 
go forth with his armies, and acknowledged that it 
was tkr<mgh Him alone thai they did valia/nUy. 
And at the same time he left no means imtried to 
make the nation worthy of God's blessing, he fed 
them with a faithful a/nd t/rue hea/rt, a/nd ruled them 
prudently with all his power, he considered the poor 
and needy, and he kept not hack God's loving mercy 
a/nd truth from the great congregation. So too at 
the beginning of his reign, when after long years of 
bitter and groundless persecution his unrelenting 
enemy lay dead, he indulged in no sarcastic mockery, 
or revengeful satisfaction, but dwelt only on the 
high and noble qualities of the king whom God had 
smitten, bewailing him as simfier than an eagle amd 
sl/roTiger iha/n a lion, and bidding the daughters 
of Israel to weep over Saul, who had clothed them 
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wUh scarleiy cmd put ommiMTUa of gold on thevr 
appa^d. 

But, you may ask me, how are toe to do what is 
required 1 We, a congregation of boys, confined to 
the studies and amusements suited to our years, 
how are we to benefit our country, to check any 
undue self-glorification, to make the nation wise 
and Christian? My brethren, every one of you 
will do something for the good of England, if he will 
do his utmost for his own improvement. Let each 
one try to avoid in himself those &ults which have 
caused so much misery, remembering that he is a 
unit of this nation, and that public opinion and 
feeling and conduct are made up of the belief and 
the actions of separate individuals. Scattered here- 
after as you will be, if Grod spares you, over the 
length and breadth of our country, each one of you 
will one day be a centre either of true and worthy 
convictions, influencing and blessing and improving 
all around you, or else of that same base worldli- 
ness, arrogant presumption, and corrupt self-seeking, 
which we are deploring to-day. Besolve, therefore, 
each of you, to do your duty in small things and in 
great. Remember that half the sufferings which 
have befallen our brave soldiers harve arisen from 
neglect of arrangement, deficiency in punctuality 
and method, inattention to matters of detail, want 
of care in apparent trifles. Let this teach you 
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to set a greater value on minute regularity^ to at- 
tend not only to duties which are directly moral 
and religious, but to matters of discipline and order; 
since by neglecting these you are laying the founda- 
tion of habits which may hereafter be the source of 
widoHspread misery. But above all, let every one 
shrink from a life of useless indolence and base 
self-indulgence. He who best and most conscien- 
tiously does his duty at school is fitting him- 
self to perform it earnestly in a larger sphere here- 
after, even as our Lord has warned us that he who 
is faUhfvl in that which is hasty is faithful also in 
m/uch Learn also to be thoughtful for the good 
of others, ready to take trouble and to deny your- 
selves for their sakes. Amidst all the suffering and 
humiliation of the last winter, there are two bright 
exceptions to the gloomy picture, in which we may 
justly rejoice, and feel a lawM pride, without imi- 
tating the sin of the Pharisee, because we ourselves 
have taken no part in either. The one is the pa- 
tience, the obedience, the valour of our soldiers ; the 
other the heroic devotion of those truly Christian 
women who have left the comforts of their homes 
to comfort with their gentle ministrations the 
sick, the woimded, and the dying, for whom in 
this Chapel we daily pray. Show then, by 
your conscientious performance of every duty, 
thi^t you are worthy countrymen of those 'who 
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fought at Alma ; and hj your readiness to succour 
all who are in trouble, of those who are now tending 
the sick beds of Scutari*. Let the greatness of the 
present crisis make you ashamed of past idleness, 
inactivity, and selfishness, and let each one resolve 
that he will do his best by Grod's blessing to grow 
up in the fear and love of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and so, by praying and striving for deliverance from 
every thought and wish and feeling opposed to His 
most blessed will, to pass from a boyhood of cheerful 
and religious obedience, to a manhood of active use- 
frdness and earnest Christian devotion to every good 
work. 

March 21 f 1855. 

* The author feels a melaDcholy gratification in recording, 
in connection with this subject, the name of the Bev. Q. H. 
Proctor, who, haying formerly discharged, with conscientious 
fidelity, the duties of a master in Marlborough College, 
volunteered, in the autumn of 1854, to go out as a Chaplain 
to the Hospitals in the East, and died a short time ago from 
a fever, caught in the perfonnance of his truly Christian work. 
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John xv. 5. 

He thtU abvdeth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

It was of course a mere coinddence that the Con- 
firmation of this year* immediately preceded St 
Mark's day. Yet if I had been asked to choose a 
passage of Scripture to read to you in this Chapel 
after the celebration of that ordinance, as most full 
of warning and instruction to those who had just 
taken part in it, I could have selected none more 
appropriate than the Gospel for that festival It was 
surely most striking and impressive to think how 
every word of that passage of St John which you 
heard on Wednesday morning, applied to the con- 
firmed of the day before. Suffer me now, brethren, 
to read to you once more the sacred words, uttered 
by our Lord Himself to the founders and first repre- 
sentatives of the Church, on the very morning of the 
crucifixion, as the blessings and promises and warn- 
ings with which, after teaching them His Father's 
will, and confirming their faith and hope and love, 
He sent them forth to begin their labours. / am 
* The Confirmation day waa April 24. 
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tJis true Vine, and my FatJier is the Hushamdman. 
Every branch in me that heareth not frwU He 
taketh aioay : and every branch tha4 beareth /ruU, He 
pv/rgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now 
ye a/re dean, through the ujord which I have spoken 
ti/nto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the bra/rich 
ccmnot bear fruit of itself except it abide in the 
vine; no more ca/n ye, except ye abide in me, I am, 
the vine, ye a/re the branches. He tha4 abided in me, 
and I in him, the sa/me bringeth forth much fruit; 
for without me ye can do nothing. If a man aJbideth 
not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is with- 
ered, omd men gaiher them, and caet them into the 
fire, and they a/re burned. If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shaU aek what ye unU, 
and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bea/r m/uch fruit, so shaU ye be my 
disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so have I 
loved you : continue ye in my love. If ye keep my 
commandments, ye shaU abide in my love, even as I 
have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in 
his love. These things have I spoken u/nto you, that 
my joy might remain in you, and that yowrjoy might 
hefuU, 

Such is the passage 'vrhich we heard on Wed- 
nesday, and now let me explain the circumstances 
xmder which it was originally spoken, and. remind 
you, how exactly it applies to yourselves. 
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If you look at the end of the chapter preceding 
this, the 14th, you will see that Jesus there finishes 
a discourse which He had addressed to his disciples 
by the command : Ariaei, let tts go hence. But then, 
unwilling no doubt to part from them without a 
few more words of warning and a yet more loving 
fia.rewell, He continued ix> speak to them, probably 
whil6 they stood around the table, ready to accom- 
pany Him to Qethsemane. Perhaps with reference 
to the fruit of the Tine of which they had just par- 
taken together, at the last supper, He illustrated TTia 
connection with them by the metaphor of the vine 
and the branches. It is a simile or parable of the same 
character as that of the Shepherd and the sheep*, 
only, as the hour of separation approached, our Lord 
seems to have sought for deeper and tenderer ex- 
pressions by which to impress upon His disciples 
the earnest devotion of His love for them, and their 
entire dependence go. Him, and thus here He chooses 
an image which implies a yet closer, more intimate, 
more essential connection than that of Sheep to 
their Shepherd; a union denoting that He and they 
were to be parts of one undivided whole, pervaded 
by one and the same Life. Thus it answers to St 
Paul's favourite simile of the Head and the members, 
which occurs in such passages as these: Te ixre 
the body of Ohriat, and Tnembera in particuUxT\: 
• Job. X. I ff. + I Cor. xii ^7. 
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we are memlera qfffia body, ofMiaJkah, cmd of His 
bones*; or in Ids warning to those who are not 
hoiding the Head, from which cM the body by joints 
cmd ba/nds ha/oi/ng Tiowrish/ment mimstered, cmd knit 
together, inoreaseth vnth the increase of God f. The 
conneotion between Christ and His peo{^ is not 
merely an outward one^ like that of a teacher and 
his disciples, even though strengthened by the closest 
bonds of afifectiony of tender care on the one hand, 
and devoted reverence on the other ; but our spirits 
must be actuary quickened and pervaded by TTis 
Spirit, the life which toe now live in the flesh, we must 
live by the/aith of the Son of God, who loved us a/nd 
gcuve Himself /or iis. 

He then is the Yine, we are the branches, and 
His Father is the Husbandman, who planted that 
Yine in the earth, who sent His Son to take upon 
Him hiunan nature j;, and to become the head and 
diief comer stone of a Church, from which, as from 
a tree, should spring forth many branches, some 
frxdtfrd, some unfruitful, some to honour, some to 
dishonour, some abounding in love, in perseverance, 
in all good works, others forgetting their high call- 
ing, their baptismal pledges, their solemn consecra- 
tion to the service of God. The whole Yine therefore, 
of which our Lord Himself is the Hoot or Trunk, 

• Eph. V. 30. + Col, ii. 19. 

t See Alford on the passage. 
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represents the Body of dmst, the viable OQHunanity 
of God's people, the holy Catholic Ghurch, in its pre- 
sent outward manifestation, the field in which wheat 
and tares alike are growing*, the drawnet gathering 
fishes of every kind both bad and good, to remain 
mixed together till they shall be separated by the 
heavenly Fisherman t, till the Catholic Church shall 
be purified and transformed into the true Com- 
munion of Saints. It includes us all; aU who have 
been baptised, all who were confirmed last Tuesday, 
all who are about to receive Christ's blessed Sacra- 
ment to-day. All of us are outwardly His, branches 
growing firom that trunk which is His Body, the 
Church, and without Him, that is without the real 
spiritual help arising icom an inward connection 
with Him, able to do nothing. 

We see then that in this way the parable, ao to 
call it, applies directly to us all, and most directly 
to those who on Tuesday were, so to spei^ again 
grafted into Christ's . Body, whose original connec- 
tion with Him was then strengthened and renewed, 
and who, if we may so apply the language of the 
passage, were then pwrged by their Heavenly 
Father, thai they moAf bring forth mwt frwL They 
are purged or cleansed, imless indeed, which God 
forbid, they turned their Confirmation into a znere 
mockery ; they are cleansed, not as is sometimes the 
* Matt. ziii. 94. i* Matt. xiii. 47. 
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case by sickness or sorrow, but mercifully and 

gently, as by a Father's liand. We may venture to 

call them deam, through the word which Ch/rist has 

spoken v/nto them, for He has given them a great 

opportunity for repentance, for serious thought, for 

earnest prayer, for perseverance in Grod's service. 

We trust that they are dean, for His word has 

reminded them of their baptismal vows; they have 

renewed voluntarily, and not without warnings 

against carelessness and the sinfiil bondage of cus* 

tom, the promise once made for them to fight against 

sin, the world, and the deviL We call them clean, 

for to-day He offers them the outwai*d signs of that 

/ountmn which He has opened for sin cmd for wnr 

cleanness, of the Bread of life which cometh down 

from heaven, tha^t a 7na/n Trvay eat thereof a/ad not 

die, of the Flesh which is m/ea/t indeed, a/nd the Blood 

which is drink indeed Thus, then, we regard them 

this day as branches purged that they may bring 

forth fruit, and so avoid the miserable condemnar 

tion of those who are to be cast forth as worthless 

branches, which men gather, and cast into the fire, 

and bum. 

If then, brethren, you are at this moment purged 
and cleansed, as you are, unless any of you have 
already forgotten the prayers and resolutions of 
Tuesday, and £sdlen back into the ways of sin, even 
befco^ the rite of Confirmation is fully completed 

62 
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by your first Communion, it will be well for you 
to consider the rest of the passage, to see what 
warnings are contained in it, and what helps are 
given us to avoid the destruction of the unfruitful 
branches. 

And here notice first the frequent repetition of 
the words abidey and corUirme, the stress evidently 
laid on perseverance, on watchfulness, on holding 
fast the point which we have attained. Abide in me, 
and I in you. If ye abicle in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you. He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit. Continue 
ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye 
shall abide in my love. These things have I spoken 
unto you, that my joy might remain in you. Doubt- 
less to all of us, but especially to the yoimg, thei« 
is no danger greater than the transitory character of 
all religious impressions. When a particular stress 
has been laid on any crisis or turning point in the 
Christian life, the effect is often evanescent, men, 
and, still more, boys, seemto experience a sensation 
of release, as it were, to feel as if a solemn season 
were over, the necessity of seriousness and devotion 
past, the liberty to please themselves and lay aside 
any strict watchfulness over their conduct reno'wed. 
If then any of you have indulged in this fatal 
thought, if you tried to be good till the Confirzna- 
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tion was oyer, but are now gradually and almost 
nnconsciously relaxing the rules by which you 
sought to restrain yourselves, let these words of our 
liord warn you of your danger. To have felt peni- 
tent and indulged in a few religious thoughts five 
days ago is nothing, unless you abide in Christ, con- 
tinue in His love, and remain in His joy. Abide, 
then, in Christ : that is, keep His word, H!is pattern, 
TTiH life, His death ever before you, not now only, 
but always, seeking in all things to be guided by 
TTiR Spirit, without whose help you can do nothing, 
to remember, not now only but throughout your 
lives, that in aU moral questions and doubts you 
must consider what is agreeable to His will rather 
than to your own, and tiy to do, not what is 
pleasant to yourselves, but what you know that 
He approves. Coniinue in Chrises Love : that is, 
strengthen your connection with Him by prayer, 
by believing that as He died for you once, so He is 
still living for you as your friend in Heaven, by the 
thought that He sees and knows all that you do, and 
that by every sin, whether secret or open, you grieve 
Him who is your Elder Brother in the household of 
God, just as you pain an earthly father, or kind 
friend or kinsman, when they hear that you are 
guilty of idleness, or any other neglect of duty. 
And let Ghria^ajoy remain in you: that is, the joy 
which He feels in the belief that He has not died 
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in Yam, in the conBciousness that He has won you 
back to the love and &ivour of His Father *, and 
that you are bringing forth fruit to the glory of His 
name ; the joy of Christ which you, my brethren, will 
share, according to His promise, as long as you live 
for duty and not for pleasure, for others leather than 
yourselyes, to do God's will and not your own. 

Thus, then, the chief danger against which 
Christ here warns His people is that of allowing 
time, and the world, and the love of ease, and a 
thousand corrupt influences, to wear out their serious 
impressions, just as even St Paul himself in the midst 
of his devoted labours, feared that he might be a 
castaway, and confessed that he had not yet aUavned^ 
neither was already perfect. 'The first duty, then, 
to which He calls us is pereevera/ncBy an earnest en- 
deavour to continue in His love, not merely in an 
impressive moment of excitement, but always, in 
the ordinaiy round of the world's business ajad 
temptation. One more danger also seems to have 
been contemplated by Him when He thus took 
leave of His disciples, the danger lest they should 
be content with a mere feding of devotion, apart 
from a definite practical growth in holiness. There 
is a double warning in the words, which, as siunming 

* Heb. xii. 2. Who for the joy that waa set before "FTiTn, 
(the joy of aooomplishing our Bedemption) endured the Cross, 
deBpising the shame. 
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up nearly all the lessons of the passage, I read as 
the text : Ht thcU dbidestk in me, cmd I m him, the 
same bringeth forth mvA^frmt, for vA£koMJt me ye can 
do noMng, On the one hand they teach us, as we 
haye seen, that our only hope of living as Qod's 
servants consists in union with Ohrist; but, on the 
other, they also remind us that unless we bring 
forth fruit, unless we are, slowly it may be, but 
gradually and certainly, growing better as we grow 
older, governing our tongues, restraining our tem- 
pers, controlling our passions, enlarging our sympa- 
thies, becoming gentler, firmer, wiser, holier, more 
self-denying, more devoted to God, we are not really 
abiding in Christ ; we may call ourselves His, but 
in truth we are only worthless branches, hereafter 
to be cast out, and burned. To keep His conmiand- 
ments is the condition of abiding in His love. Thus 
then our Lord's two warnings to His disciples, were 
(i) to persevere, (3) to cultivate practical holinesa 
Then, lest they should shrink from the difficulty of 
the task, and &ncy that they were left to fulfil 
it imaided and alone. He reminded them of the 
helps which He gave* them to serve Him. Q«ne- 
rally, these helps consist in the assurance of Hjs love, 
the knowledge that He is ever with them to unite 
them to Himself, and that if they will, they can 
abide in Him. But more especially He reminds 
them of two great helps. The first of these is 
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famished by the words which He had spoken unto 
them, and which He says must also abide in them, 
that is, must not be suffered to escape from their 
hearto and memorieB : jnst as you, brethren, may keep 
them in your hearts, by reading them in the Bible, 
and thinking about them, and praying that you may 
follow them, and trying to recall them in the midst 
of work and of enjoyment, whenever you are 
tempted to do wrong. The second of these special 
helps is the gracious assurance, that if we abide in 
Christ, we ahaU ask vshcU we wUl omd it ahaU he 
done v/nto us, the promise that the Father will 
answer every prayer which we offer in the name of 
the Son. Remember then, brethren, the two great 
warnings of this passage (i) that you should perse- 
vere in your Christian feelings and purposes, (2) that 
you should d>pply them to the improvement of your 
practice: and remember also the two great helps 
which it gives you, in the exhortation (i) to store 
yonr minds with the words of Christ, and (3) to 
be constant and earnest in prayer. 

With these warnings then, and these promises, 
the eleven disciples were seni> forth on their warfiure 
with evil. When Christ spoke to them in the dark- 
ness of that most sorrowful night, they were doubt- 
less deeply impressed, excited, and softened by 
words of such divine wisdom and comfort, so ten- 
derly and lovingly addressed to them as the parting 
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exhortations of their dearest Friend and Master. 
Yet we know that even they did not always adhere 
to the precepts of their Lord. On that very morn- 
ing all forsook Him, and one denied Him ; and in 
the various spheres of actions in which they carried 
out their ministry, we cannot doubt that sometimes 
they forgot Him, and bore but imperfect testimony 
to His truth*. Yet they all persevered to the end ; 
they all received at last the crown of life, and when 
we celebrate in our triumphant hymn the glorious 
company of the Apostles, we speak not of the dead 
but of the living, we commemorate those who now 
occupy the first place in that kingdom of heaven, 
which Christ has opened to all believers. My 
brethren, I am not overstating the solemnity of 
your position this day, when I say that it resembles 
their condition on that awful morning. Our Lord 
Himself tells us that He did not pray for Ihem aJUme^ 
hui far all wJu> should believe on Hian through their 
u)ord. You have been taught to love that Word, 
and trust to its precepts ; you are going forth to 
encounter the temptations of life. You have just 
been roused from thoughtlessness by the preparation 
for two most solemn ordinances of our religioiL One 
of these is over already; in a short hour, the other 
will be completed also, and you will rettun to-mor- 
row to your ordinary occupations and daily triala 

* See, for instance, Gal. U. xi £ 
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The need for perseyeraiioe and practical holiness 
will at once begin, neyer to cease till the end of 
your lives. Yonr future positions will be various ; 
each will have his own dangers and temptations^ 
against which he must struggle, in the strength of 
Christ Some will probably remain yet longer here, 
exposed to the snares and difficulties of school life. 
Others will soon be dispersed in different occupa- 
tions, each coming under some influence only too 
likely to lead him astray. The intelligence which 
this week has brought us*, oontinuing, as it seems 
to do, for an indefinite time, the miseries and insa- 
tiable demands of war, makes it probable that 
an increasing number will be absorbed by that 
profession, in which they will now have urgent 
need to abide in Christ, when exposed every hour 
to the immediate peril of death; and in which, 
whenever peace by Grod's blessing is restored, they 
will be yet more deeply boimd to seek firom Him 
protection, against the moral dangers of reckless 
childishness, and extravagance, and luxury. But 
wherever you are, at home or abroad, in health or 
in sickness, at school or at college, or in the active 
business of life, in war or in peace, in life or in 
death, remember that Christ speaks to you all the 
same language, with which He sent forth His eleven 

* The Ootiferenoes of Vienna were adjourned iine die on 
AprU 3i« 
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disciples to work for Him, that He has chosen y(m, 
cmd ordmned you, that ye ahovld go cmd bring forth 
fruUy cmd that yov/rfruU ahovM remcdn. Remember, 
too, that you are called to receive to-day the visible 
tokens of His Passion and Death, in order that your 
prayers and resolutions may be strengthened and con- 
firmed, and that you may be encouraged at all times 
to come to Him for help and blessing. May He in 
His mercy grant that the administration of this 
holy Sacrament, and whatever else is said or done 
among us in accordance with His will, may not be 
in vain, but that He may give us grace to abide in 
Him, and continue in His love, that so His joy may 
remain in us for ever. 

April ig, 1855. 
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With numerous Figures illustrative of Structural Details. 

*«* This little Work is intended to supply all that elementary information on the 
Structure of Fossil Animals, with reference to the most nearly allied existinc 
types, illustrated explanation of technical terms, &c. which the beginner mar 
require, but which would be out of place in the Author's systematic volume 
on the Genera. j 

M*COY.— Contribntions to British Palseontology; or, First De- 
scriptions of several hundred fossii Radiata, i^rticulata, Mollusca, and Pisce?. 
firom the Tertiary, Cretaceous, Oolitic, and Palaeozoic Strata of Great Britain 
With numerous Woodcuts. 8vo. cloth, 9s. ' 

*«* This forms a complete Series of the Author's Papers firom the <* Annals o! 
Natural History." 

M'GOT AND SEDGWICK'S British Palaeozoic Fossil& 

Part I. 4to. sewed, 16«. 



Part II. 4to. sewed, 10«. 
Part III. Just ready. 



MAUBICE.— Lectures on the Ecclesiastical History of tlii 

First and Second Centuries. By FREDERICK DENlSON MAURICl 
M.A. Chaplain of Lincoln's Inn. 8vo. cloth, lOs. 6d. 

MAURICE.— The Unity of the New Testament, being i 

Synopsis of, and Commentary on, the first three Gospels, and the £pistles i 
S. James, S. Jude, S, Peter, and S. Paul. 8vo. cloth, 14«. 

MAUBICE.— On the Old Testament. 

Second Edition. [/n the Pri 
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MAURICE.— The Prophets and Eings of the Old Testament. 

Crown 8yo. doth. Second Edition. 10«. 6d. 

MAURICE.— Theological Essays. 

Second Edition^ with a new Preface and other additions. Crown Svo. 
cloth, 10«. 6d. 

MAURICE.— The Doctrine of Sacrifice deduced from the 

Scriptures. With a Dedicatory Letter to the Yonng Men's Christian Associa- 
tiuu. Crown 8 to. cloth» 7s, 6d. 

MAURICE.— On the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

Svo. 7s. 6d, 

MAURICE.— Christmas Day, and other Sermons. 

Sto. cloth, lOt. 6d* 

MAURICE.— The Religions of the World, and their relations 

to Christianity. Third Edition. Fcap. Svo. cloth, 5s. 

MAURICE.— The Prayer-Book considered, especially in re- 
ference to the Romish System. Second Edition. Fcap. Svo. cloth, 5s, 6d, 

MAURICE.— The Chnrch a Family. Twelve Sermons on the 

Occasional Services of the Prayer-Book. Fcap. Svo. cloth, is. 6d, 

MAURICE.— On the Lord's Prayer. 

Third Edition. Fcap. Svo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

MAURICE.— On the Sabbath Day: the Character of the 

Warrior; and on the Interpretation of History. Fcap. Svo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

MAURICE.— Learning and Working.— Six Lectures delivered 

in Willis's Rooms, London, in June and July, 1854. The Religion of 
Rome, and its influence on Modem CiYilisation.— Four Lec- 
tures delivered in the PhUosophical Institution of Edinburgh, in December, 
1854. In One Volume, Crown Svo. cloth. 5s. 

MAURICE.- Has the Chnrch or the State the Power to 

Bducate the Nation t A Course of Lectures delivered in June and July, 1839. 
Crown Svo. cloth, Ss, 6d. 



ID TiiACmUuLS h CO.*S PTTBLICATimiS: 

MAUBICE.— An Essay on Etemsd Life and Eternal Death, 

ftnd the Preface to tlie new Editioa of " Theological Ksaays." Crown 8to. 
tewed. It. 6d, 

•«* Published separately for the purehasert of the fkni editton. 

MAtTRIGE.— The Word " Eternal," and the Punishment of 

nhe Wicked. A Letter to the Rey. Dr. Jelf, Principal of King's College. 
London. Fiftk Thousand. 8to. U. 

MAUBICE.--The Name "Protestant:" the Seemingly Double 

Character of the English Church: and the English Bishopric at Jerusalem. 
Three Letters to the Rev. Wm. Palmer, Fellow and Tutor of Magdalen 
College, Oxford. Becimd Bditlon. Svo. 8*. 

liAUBICE.— On Bight and Wrong 'Methods of Supporting 

Protestantism. A Letter to Lord Ashley. 8to. 1«. 

liAUBICE.—Thonghts on the Duty of a Protestant, in the 

Oxford Election of 1847. Svo. It, 

liAURIGE.— The Case of Queen's College, London. 

A Letter to the Lord Bishop of London, in reply to the " Quarterly Review." 
8vo. 1«. 

MAURICE.— Lectures on Modem History and English 

Literature. ZPreparing. 

HAintlCE.— Law's Remarks on the Fable of the Bees, with 

an Introduction of Eighty Pages by FREDERICK DENISON MAURICE, 
M.A. Chaplain of Lincoln's Inn. Fcp. 8vo. cloth, 4«. 6d. 

"This introduction diaeunes the ReliBlovs, Polltt«al, Socisl, and Bfhleal Theories of onr 
day, and shows the special worth of Law*a method* and h«w far it ia applicahle to oar eir- 
eumstanees." 

M£BiyALE.~SalluBt. 

The Latin Text, with English Notes. By CHARLES MERIVAI.K, B.D. 

late Fellow and Tutor of St. John's College, Cambridge, &c. Author of s 
"History of Rome/' &:c. Crown 8vo. cloth, 5«. 

MINUCIirS FELIX.— The Octavins of Minucius Felix. 

Translated into English by LORD HAILES. Fcp. 8vo. cloth, 3«. 6d. 

MOOR.— Cambridge Theological Papers, comprising those 

given at the Voluntary Theological and Crosse Scholarship Exaoiinations. 
Edited, with References and Indices, by A. P. MOOR, M.A. of Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, and Sub- Warden of St. Augustine's College, Canterbury^ 
Svo. cloth, 7s. 6d. 
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NAFIEE.— Lord Bacon and Sir Walter Ralei^. 

Critical aikl Biographical Essays. By MACVEY NAPIER, lat« Editor 
of the Sdinburffh Rniew and of the Eneyelopadia BHtanniea, Post 8vo. 
cloth» 7*. 6d. 

KIND— Sonnets of Cambridge Life. By Rev. W. NIND, M.A. 

Fellowof St. Peter's College. Post 8yo. boards, 2«. 

NORBIS.— Ten School-Room Addresses. ^ 

Edited by J. P. NORRIS, M.A. Fellow of Trinity College, and one -of Her % 
Majesty's Inspectors of Schools. 18mo. sewed, %d, 

PARKINSON.— A Treatise on Elementary Mechanics. 

With numerous Examples. By S. PARKINSON, M.A. Fellow and Assistant 
Tutor of St. John's College, Cambridge. {Preparing, 

PAYN.— Poems. 

By JAMES PAYN. Fcp. 8to. oloth, 5«. 

PEARSON. Elements of the Galcolns of Finite Differences, 

treated on the Method of the Separation of Symbols. By J. PEARSON, M.A. 
Rector of St. Edmund's Norwich, Mathematical Master of Norwich Grammar 
School, and formerly Scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge. Secoiitf 
Edition, enlarged. Svo. 5«. 

PHEAR.~£lementary Mechanics. 

Accompanied by numerous Examples solved Geometrically. By J. B. 
FHEAR, M.A., Fellow and Mathematical Lecturer of Clare Hall, Cambridge. 
8yo. cloth, 10«. 6d. 

PHEAR.— Elementary Hydrostatics. 

Accompanied by numerous Examples. CrowA Sro. cloth, 5«. 6if. 

PLATO.— The Republic of Plato. 

Translated into English, with Notes. By Two Fellows of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, (J. LI. Davies M.A., and D. J. Vaughaa, M.A.) Crown 8yo. 
cloth, 7: 6d. 

PBATT.— The Mathematical Principles of Mechanical 

Philosophy. By J. H. PRATT, M.A., Fellow of Caius College. 

*^* The above work is now out of Print: but the Part on STATICS has been re- 
ediied by Mr. Todhunter, with numerous alterations and additions: the Part on 
DYNAMICS, 6y Messrs. Tait andSteele^ is preparing. The other parts will be pub- 
lished in separate forms, improved and edtered as may seem needful. 
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PROCTER— A History of the Book of Common Prayer: with 

a Rationale of its Offices. By FRANCIS PROCTER, M. A., Vicar of Wittcm, 
Norfolk, and late Fellow of St. Catharine Hall. Crown 8to. cloth, 10*. 6d. 

*«* This is part of a series of Theological Manuals, now in progress. 

PUCELE.— An Elementary Treatise on Conic Sections and 

Algebraical Geometry. With a numerous collection of Easy Examples pro- 
gressively arranged, especially designed for the use of Schools and Beginners. 
By 6. HALE FUCKLE, M. A., St/ John's CpUege, Cambridge, Mathematical 
Master in the Royal Institution School, Liverpool. Crown 8yo. cloth, 7*. 6tL 

QUINTILIAN.— Quintilian, Book X. 

With a literal Translation. 12mo. sewed, 2«. 6d. 

RAMSA7.— The Catechiser's Manual; or, the Church Cate- 
chism illustrated and explained, for the use of Clergymen, Schoolmasters, 
and Teachers. By ARTHUR RAMSAY, M.A. of Trinity CoUege, 
Cambridge. ISmo. cloth, 8«. 6d. 

BEICHEL.— The Lord's Prayer and other Sermons. 

By C. P. REICHEL, B.D., Professor of Latin in the Queen's University; 
Assistant Preacher in the Parish Church, Belfast ; and Chaplain to Ms Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. Crown 8vo. {Nearljf Ready. 

THE RESTORATION OF BELIEF. 

Complete in One Volume, Crown 8vo. cloth, 8$ 6d. 

CoNTEKTS. — ^Part I. Christianity in relation to its Ancient and Modem Anta- 
gonists. 2s. 6d. 

CowTEKTS. — Part II. On the Supernatural Element contained in the Epistles, 
and its bearing on the argument. 2s. 6d. 

Contents. — Part III. The Miracles of the Gospels considered in their rela- 
tion to the principal features of the Christian Scheme. 3s, 

ROBINSON.— Missions urged upon the State on grounds 

both of Duty and Policy. An Essay which obtained the Maitland Prize in 
the year 1852. By C. K. ROBINSON, M.A., Fellow aud Assistant Tutor of 
St. Catharine's Hall, Cambridge. Fcp. 8vo. cloth, 8«. 

ROSE (Henry John).— An Exposition of the Articles of the 

Church of England. By HENRY JOHN ROSE, B.D. late Fellow of SL 
John's College, and Hulsean Lecturer in the University of Cambridge. 

*«* This is part of a Series of Theological Manuals now in progress. 

SALLUST.-SaUust 

The Latin Text, with English Notes. By CHARLES MERIVALE, B.D., 
late Felltiw and Tutor of St. John's College, Cambridge, &c., Author of i 
<' History of Rome," &c. Crown 8vo. cloth, 5s^ 
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SELWYN.— The Work of Christ in the World. Pour Sermons, 

preached before the Uniyersity of Cambridge, on the four Sundays preceding 
the Advent of our Lord, 1854. By the Right Kev. GEORGE AUGUSTUS 
SELWYN, D.D. Bishop of New Zealand, and formerly Fellow of St. John's 
College. Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 2s. 

SIMPSON.~An Epitome of the History of the Christian 

Church during the first Three Centuries and during the Time of the Refor- 
mation, adapted for the use of Students in the Universities and in Schools. 
By WILLIAM SIMPSON, M.A. With Examination Questions. 2d Edition, 
Improved, Fcp. 8vo. cloth, 5«. 

SMITH.— Arithmetic and Algebra, in their Principles and 

Application: with numerous systematically arranged Examples, taken from 
the Cambridge Examination Papers. With especial reference to the ordinary 
Examination for B.A. Degree. By BARNARD SMITH, M. A., Fellow of St. 
Peter's College, Cambridge. Crown 8vo. cloth, IO5. 6d., 

SMITH.— Arithmetic for the nse of Schools. By BARNARD 

SMITH, M.A. Fellow of St. Peter's College. Crown 8vo. cloth, 4«. 6^. 

*«* This has been published in accordance with very numerous requests firom 
Schoolmasters and Inspectors of Schools. It comprises a complete reprint of the 
Arithmetic from Mr. Smith's larger work, with such alterations as were necessary 
in separating it «flrom the Algebra; with many additional Examples, and references 
throughout to the Decimal System of Coinage. 

SMITH.— Mechanics and Hydrostatics, in their Principles 

and Application : with numerous systematically arranged Examples, taken 
from the Cambridge Examination Papers. With a special reference to the 
Oidinary Examination for B.A. Degree. By BARNARD SMITH, M.A. 
Fellow of St. Peter's College, Cambridge. IPreparing. 

SNOWBALL.— The Elements of Plane and Spherical 

Trigonometry. Greatly improved and enlarged. By J. C. SNOWBALL, M.A. 
Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge. A New and Cheaper (THE EIGHTH) 
Edition. Crown 8vo. cloth, 7s. 6d, 

TAIT and STEELE.— A Treatise on Dynamics, with nume- 
rous Examples. By P. G. TAIT, Fellow of St. Peter's College, and Professor 
of Mathematics in Queen's College, Belfast, and W. J. STEELE, Fellow of 
St. Peter's CoUegc. iPreparing. 

This will be a new Edition of that part of Pratt's Mechanical Philosophy 
which treats of Dynamics, with all the additions and improvements that 
seem needfu>. 

THEOCRITUS.— Theocritus. 

The Greek Text, with English notes. Critical and Explanatory, for the use of 
Colleges and Schools. By E. H. PEROWNE, M.A., Fellow of Corpus 
Christi CoUege. Crown 8vo. [Nearlff Ready. 



THiSOLOOiCAL Manuals. 

Just published >«• 

CHURCH HISTORY : THE MIDDLE AGES. By CHARLES HAED- 
WICK. With Four Maps. Crown 8vo. cloth, price 10*. 6tf. 

THE COMMON PRAYER : ITS HISTORY AND RATIOKALE. By 
FRANCIS PROCTER. Crown 8to. cloth, 10s. Sd, 

A HISTORY OF THE CANON OP THE NEW TESTAMENT. Bf 
B. F. WESTCOTT. Crown Sro. cloth, 10«. Gd, 

In the Press :>— 

CHURCH HISTORY, THE REFORMATION^ By CHARLES HARD- 
WICK. 

The following will shwtly appeur:— 

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OP THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

NOTES ON ISAIAH. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF THE GOSPELS. 

EPISTLES. 

NOTES ON THE GOSPELS AND ACTS. 

EPISTLES AND APOCALYPSE. - 

CHURCH HISTORY, THE FIRST SIX CENTURIES. 

17th century to THE PRESENT TIME. 

THE THREE CREEDS. 

THE THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES. 

*«* Oth^s are in progress, and will he announced in due time. 

THBING.— 1. The Elements of Grammar taught in English, 

By the Rev. E. THRING, M.A. late Fellow of King's College, Cambridge, 
Head Master of the Royal Grammar School^ Uppingham, fiecond 
Bdition. 18mo. bound in cloth, 2«. 

THBING.— 2. The Child's Grammar. 

Being the substance of the above, with Examples for I^racfice. Adapted for 
Junior Classes. A New Edition. ISmo. limp cloth, Ic. 

THBUPP.— Psalms and Hymns for Public Worship. Selected 

and Edited by JOSEPH FRANCIS THRUPP, M.A. Vicar of Barrington, 
late Fellow of Trinity College. ISmo. clotii, 2$, Second 9a{»er ki limp 
cloth, U. 4d. 

THRUPP.— Antient Jerusalem: a New LiTestigation into the 

History, Topography, and Plan of the City, EnTirans, and Temple. Deaigned 
to illustrate the records of Scripture, and including Remarks on seTexi^ of the 
Prophecies, and especially on the Prophetical Temple of Estduel. With Map 
and Plans. By JOSEPH FRANCIS THRUPP, M.A. Vicar of BaixLagtoa. 
Cambridge, and late Fellow of Trinity College. 8to. clotbi 15«. 

TODHUNTER.— A Treatise on the Differential Galcnlus ; and 

the Elements of the Integral Calculus. With numerous Examples. By 
I. TODHUNTER, M.A., Fellow and Tutor ef St. John's College, Cambridge. 
Crown 8vo. cloth, 10«. 6d. 
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TODHITNTEB. — A Treatise on Analytical Statics, with 

numerous Examples, down 8vo. cloth, 10«. 6d. 



TODHUNTER.— A Treatise on Plane Coordinate. Geometr^i;. 

With numerous Examples. Por the Use of Colleges and Schools. 

lNearl$ ready. 

TOSHUNTEB.— A Treatise on Algebra, for the Use of 

students in the UniTenities, and of the Higher Classes in Schools. 

[Preparing, 

AUo by tkeeameAuffutr, 

An Elementary Work on the same subject, for the nse of 

Beginners. 

TBENCH.-^ynonyms of the Mew Testamrat 

By RICHARD CHENEVIX TRENCH, B.D., Vicar of Itchfnstoke. Hanti, 
Professor of Divinity, King's College, London, and Examining Chaplain to 
the Bishop of Oxford. Second Edition, revised. Fcp. 8vo. cloth, 5«. 

TBENGH.— Hulsean Lectures for 1845—46. Third Edition. 

CoMTEKTS. 1.— The Fitness of Holy Scripture for unfolding the Spiritual Life 
of Man. 2. — Christ the Desire of all Nations ; or the Unconscious Pro- 
phecies of Heathendom. Foolscap 8vo. dotfai 5«. 

For VERIFYING DATES. 

A perpetual Almanac for determining Dates past, present, and future; with 
a Lunar Kalendar and Tables of the more important Periods, iBras, Festivals, 
and Anniversaries. Price 6d. 

*•* This is so printed, that if the margin be cut off it may be carried in a 

pocket-book. 

WESTCOTT.— A general View of the History of the Canon of 

the New Testament during the First Four Centuries. By BROOKE FOSS 
WESTCOTT, M.A., late Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, Assistant 
Master of Haxxow School. Crown 8vo. cloth, 10«. 6d. 

WESTCOTT.— An Introduction to the Study of the Gospels ; 

Including a new and improved Edition of " The Elements of the Gospel 
Harmony." With a Catena on Inspiration, firom the Writings of the Ante- 
Nicene Fathers. Crown 8vo. cloth. [Shortly, 

*y « These two books are part of a series of Theological Manuals which '.are now in 

, progress. 
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WESTGOTT.— An Introduction to the Study of the Canonical 

Epistles; including an attempt to detennine their separate purposes and 
mutual relations. By BROOKE FOSS WESTCOTT, M.A., late FeUov of 
Trinity College, Assistant Master in Harrow School. [Shortly. 

^«* This book is part of a series of Theological Manuals which are now in progress. 

WILSON.— A Treatise on Dynamics. 

By W. P. WILSON, M. A., Fellow of St. John's, Cambridge, and Professor ef 
Mathematics in the University of Melbourne. 8to. bds. 9». 6d. 



WBI6HT.— Hellenica ; or, a History of Greece in Greek, 

beginning with the Invasion of Xerxes ; as related by Diodorus and Thucy- 
dides. With Explanatory Notes, Critical and Historical, for the use of 
Schools. By J. Wright, M.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge, and Head- 
Master of Sutton Coldflelc^ Grammar School. 12mo. cloth, S*. 6d. 

*«* This book is already in use in Rugby and other Schools. 



THE JOURNAL 

CLASSICAL AND SACRED FHIL0L0G7. 

No, IV. for March 1855, 4«. 
Volume I. for 1854, now' ready, cloth lettered, 12s. 6d, 

CASES CAM BS HAD FOR BIMDIMO VOL. I. 

*«* Three Numbers published annually, at 4«. each. 
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